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Lieut. Conneau ("Beaumont") leaving Buckingham Palace last week aCter his audience vriA Geoifge.— On 
the lelt 1» Mr. N. Cheteau, the British represea^ative^dJH. Blefiot|and on the right M. Hu g u u Simon, a wtll- 
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The Great Race. 



It is now almost a initfcg^ df atf^ieyc Mstory — ^how 

" Beaumont " won the £;rcat Circuit of Britain race- in 
the air, with Vedrines liard on his heels tlie whole way 
round. Much ink has been shed in illuminating the 
personalities of the two men, and in the glorification of 
their wonderful pluck and endurance, with the result that 
b<nh of tht-m arc probably better known to the man in 
the street than many ot those who direct the fortunes of 
empires. And of that we are exceeding glad. We do 
not belong to that class which is the main support of tfc^^ 
weekly illustrated journals, which depend for their 
popularity on iht- glorification of the stage, and 
which have done much — too much — -to propagate the 
unfertiinate disease of " swelled head " among those who 
follow " ihe " profession in search of their daily bread. 
Therefore, we are dead against the modem disposition to 
lionise all and sundry, with or even witliout excuse ; but 
this race of the air is one of those occasions on which it 
is more than justifiable to make heroes of men. Not only 
is it justifiable from the point of view that here are men 
^rfio have done something daring — something that was by 
most thought impussii)K', and something which needed 
the highest developmL-nt of all those attributes of 
courage and skill, which have called forth the admiration 
of men since ever the world began — but we may go a 
little farther and say that it is even politic that things 
should have fallen out as they have hai)i)ened. To add 
to the general acclamation of Lieut. Conneau's magnificent 
vttd Yeibtae^ eqtiii% splendid showing, would lead 
us into mere platitudes and plagiarism, for all has been 
said by ourselves and others that seems possible to be 
said. Therefore, the victor having received the spoils of 
war and'been duly acclaimed, we may perhaps with profit 
pass on to a tcintidttii^On of the mort material aspects 
of the race and its result. 

We have said that all the lionising of the aviator is 
justifiable and politic — ^not that we have seen it argued to 
the contrary^^t it is t» weU that it sboiold be pointed out 
that Ais is HO ta^ (it pspaUi li€ni-yfOTship, pure and 
simple. The first essential to the success of any new 
mcvemen||.is that it should become a popular one. It is 
quite possible-Jb conceive that had the £>aify Mail and 
the journals assocrated with it not boomed the race in the 
way they did, hardly a shred of general interest would 
have been taken in the aviators arul their doings. As it 
was, the whole kingdom went flying mad, to use the 
p&^Sai term, during the days when the interest of the 
race was at its height. Literally millioga of people saw 
some part of the race and the great ma^nty of them saw 
aeroplanes for the first time in their lives. Thus flying 
was brought home to them m a tangible form. The 
thing of which they had read with merely passing interest 
as something unfamiliar, and even a little uncanny, was 
brought to t^eir doors and they were made to realise that 
here was a new and material thing which had come into 
being, and whose real potentialities no man could with 
anything approaching certainty foretell. And with what 
intense and.^brvathless interest the race was followed ! 
In the mi^ets, in the clubs, in public conveyances, there 
was bat thtf'^ne^pK of conversation— the great race. 
It is no eaoiggtfcftgfcMfcsay that though a great European 
war htid broken iKOlnreen Monday and Wednesday of 
last week it wouldna>4 had to taki- second place in the 
popular mind until tie first of the flyers liad safely 
xwcb«d Brooklands. ^ this of course is well enough 
m Us my, tMtt what we are coocemed with is, will 



there be any permanent effect or will the impressions 
(irovt to be fleeting ? Most certainly the former. 
Indeed it is inconceivable that it should be otherwise, for 
the ini|)rtfssion produced was far too dee[) and too 
^neral to be evanescent. For weeks before the race the 
Press of the country had been busy in raising exfiectation 
to its very tiptoe. By the time the race was due to begin, 
the man who had never in his life seen an actual 
aeroplane was familiar with the features of all those who 
were to take part; he knew the exact type of machine 
which each was to fly, and how to ius^ait^ it Wsta 
fellows bv the recognition of its main constructional 
details ; and one heard on all hands discussion ot 
the respective merits of this or that machine, con- 
ducted with all the set gravity of the lecture room. All 
this cannot go for nothing. If it goes no farther, it must 
have driven home the main fact that a new era has 
arrived in which the last remaining element has been 
almost mastered by the genius of man, and have set 
the more thinking section of the people speculating very 
seriously upon its true significance. Therefore, the good 
the race has done for the movement itself must be 
absolutely incalculable — it simply cannot be reduced to 
expressions of words or figures. 

Apart from these general aspects of the race, there are 
other considerations of a more specific character which 
must not be lo-it to sight. It is simply platitudmous to 
say^haLthe reliability of the aeroplane has been proved 
by me result of the race. True, there is that lesson to 
be deduced from the performances of " Beaumont" and 
Vedrines, but on the other hand there is also the one 
taught by the number of failures that we still have a long, 
way to go before we reach a state of even relative 
perfection. Ah analysis of the causes dT Mtoe shows 
that they may practically be summed up under the one 
heading of engine trouble. Pursuing the argument, we 
must arrive at the conclusion that, far as we have 
Iftdvanced in the direction of the l^ht and reliable motor, 
we are still awaiting the advetittif tM one thing thatwill 
speedily make flight a commercial possibility. In a word, 
we are now in the case of the aeroplane motor where we 
stood ten years ago with the car engine. 

There ronains another and extremely serious lesson of 
the race to be considered and that is .the incontestable 
superiority manifested by the French flying men over our 
own. We do not for a single instant wish to be thought 
unpatriotic OT wanting in sympathy with our oSn» 
aviators, but we cannot refiain from saying that we almost 
view with something akin to satisfaction the absolutely 
decisive victory of the two Frenchmen. There was 
nothing of the fluke in it — it was a triotaph of superior 
{Skin and seriousness of purpose. Surely there is here the 
main lesson of the race so far as wc who stand for the 
more serious side of the movement are concerned. Had 
the race been won by a British competitor we should 
have been apt to view the result with smug complacency 
and to have pointed to the victory as an evidence of the 
fact that we arc abreast of our rivals. We appreciate that 
abroad the aviators have received in every way vastly more 
encouragement both material and moral, which has led to 
tiieir great proficiency. But as things happened we were 
tieveftheless too well and soundly beaten to leaVe room 
for any feeling but the one that if we really mean to 
achieve to our proper position our men will have to follow 
the example of ^ Fnmdi, and treat it as a serious 
scientific study. 
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Men of Moment 

IK THE Aviation World. 
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Sptoal portmit by FtMMTb 



LORD NORTHCUFFE, 

Wfao has with such magnlllcent generosity contributed towards encouraging the Science of Aviation. 

f of last vitAf when Lord T' 
to tfai Qnattt ei Brfb^- 



rOiff iiMtMtt WW Ukia St BraoklasuU by »pecial v^twabaitmja Wcdacaday of bat^^, whenLoid Northclliie was 
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THE BLACKBURN MONOPLANE, 



Among the British firms early in the aeroplane industry, the 
Blackburn Co., of Leeds, is now achieving a success that is the reward 
of steady peraevenmce. Their machines Save been flying particularly 
well kttty ovar tl» Filey ««ods, md it is iatenstiiiK, tiierefote, to 



supported on a Fannan type wheel and skid combination, but the 
skids have a narrow track of only five feet and the body is supported 
above them by a very substantial multiple " A " frame, which gives 
great cvdity and strength to the fine part of the machine. 




The Blackburn monoplane in flight. 



publish at this moment the accompanying illustrations showing their 
general lines and constructive iletaiL 

Broadly speaking, the Blackburn monoplane must be classified 
as belonging to the Antoinette type, its dihedral doaUe^surfaced 
wings, toat-like covered body, and general arrangements of the 
tail members being superficially similar to this prototype. In detail , 
however, the apparent similarity disappears to give place to marked 
orbpnality of constructive work. A mere glance at the accompanying 
full page drawing is sufficient to indicate at least one decided 
departure from Antoinette practice in the use of an under-carriage 
of altogether dififeient design. The Blackbnm monoplane is 




The skids, it will be observed, are carried sufiSciently far forward 
to protect the propeller, which is of unusually large diameter owing 
to the use of an Isaacson stationary radial engine, one of the features 
of which is, as our readers are aware, the combination of the engine 
with a half-speed reduction-gear for the propeller-drive. From the 
point of view of protecting the propeller, the utility of the strong 
" A" frame becomes still more apparent, for it will be noticed how 
little overhang there is to the toe of each skid. 

The body of the machine is triangular in section and tapers 
towards the tail aft of the pilot's seat. It is built throughout of ash 
in the form of an openwork lattice girder, the vertical and diagonal 
Struts being carefully butted against the longitudinal 
booms so as to make a thoroughly sound job without 
the use of wire. When fini^lle(i, the body is surfaced 
with &bric on the after part and with veneered wood 
in fiont. 




Skwtch nSnmiag the control system of the Blackbtirn monoplane. 

6^2 



Sketch illustrating the very neat pulley arrange- 
ment combined with a strut socket on oneiiof 
the skids of the Bl«ckbum monoplane. 
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THE BLAC KP V»M MONOPLANE, I9H.— Plan and elevation to acale. 
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THE BLACKBURN MONOPLANE. —View showing 
the method cf mounting and encasing a Gnome rotatj 
engine, when this type of motor is employed. 

Ash spars are also used in the wings, and these are grooved to an 
I section so as to combine lightness with strength. The ribs are 
very carefully built about the spars, and a certain amount of lattice 
girder work is also introduced into the construction of the wing so 
as to increase its rigidity. The front main spars are rigidly fixea to 
the body, but Ukm behind an Ungcd inoider to fiualitate wing 
warping. 

The control of the Blackburn monoplane is one of the special 
features of its design, a universal mechanism being employed which 
<lil1Vrs, liowt ver, from the usual types. Immediately in from of the 
pilot, will) occupies a seat in line with the trailing cd^jcs of tlic 
wings, is a steering wht-i ! [ilaced in a vertical plane on a longitudinal 
shaft. This shaft terminates in a iinivcisal joiiit, the forward portion 
of which is itself mounted in bearings on a bracket that is attached 
to a hollow transverse-shaft carried in supports projecting above the 
l)ody of the machine. This transverse -shaft is divided at the centre 
in order to accommodate the aforementioned bracket, which is itself 



cut away so as to give room for a small winding-dram that is attached 
to the forward extremities of the univetsaily-jointed shaft. 

When the hand wheel is rotated, this winding drum operates a 
cord passing through the hollow transverse-shaft over pulleys to a 
lever that controls a loi^tudinal rock-shaft situated inrmediatelj 
under the body of the machine. From the ^^p#d «od. ^ tb» 
underneath rock-shaft other cordspass to ii»fiMr.j^>(K-4if wiKwipgBt 
for the vrngSKS of warjiiog. Tmsdllp, ^ nA^^ Ilk tiKSn^OPBi, 
employed for Ibe purpose of hihwdi^ tlN mt iiMl iht i iH^g- 
warfHng. 

Between the hand-^iHieel and the universal-joint, the first- 
mentioned shaft carries a fixed collar from which la^ifktA iimr wires. 
Two pass over pulleys mounted on the tops of thii bfif^ets that 
support the transverse rock-shaft. The other two are connected 
in such a way that an up and down movement of the wheel causes 
the transverse-shaft already mentioned to rnck. On the transverse- 
shaft is a lever from the exliemities of ■which wires pass to the 
elevator. Raising and lowering the hand-wheel is thus employed 
for controlling tlit attitude of the machine in flight by means of the 
elevator, which consists of a hinged extension to the fixed horizontal 
tail plane. 

When the hand-wheel is moved bodily sideways, the other wires, 
abeady described, operate the rudder, which consists of iwi> 
triangular planes situated above and below the elevator. The 
special shape of these rudder planes is, of course, to enabte the 
elevator to move up and down to the required extent. 

The tail [jortion of the machine is supported above the ground by 
a simple skid that is trussed by the rudder post. Similar skids may 
also be observed on the extremities of the main wings, where they 
act as fenders shoiiUl the machine accidentally heel over while 
running along the ground. 

By no means the least interesting point in connection with the 
developmeni of the Blackburn aeroplane is the fact that this 
Company have from the first been firm supporters of the Isaacson 
radial stationary enj^ine. As our readers are already familiar with 
the features cil iliis motor, it is, however, unnecessary to do more 
than merely refer to its three outstanding peculiarities, the first of 
u hicli is that although radial the engine does not revolve ; the second 
beint; that while stationary the engine is, nevertheless, air cooled, 
while the third feature is that, while the propeller is mounted 
concentrically about the oank-shaft it IB, neveithden, dtivea at 
half engine speed. 




Sketdi UlnatFatiog the mait and special arrangement of guy wires 
fee tibe Mpport oC the main wing* oa the BlTkbnrn moaojfim. 



Sketch illustrating the hinged attachment of the rear spar 
ia the ontn migs to tiw bStr of the Blackbum nionopkuw. 
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Trials with the Airship "Le Temp?." 

The Zodiac Vedette airship has lx;en kept very busy during the 
past week or so. On the 25th ult. it was out for 23 hrs. about the 
Villepreux Plain, while in the afternoon, during a voyage of three- 
quarters of an hour, it carried two Japanese naval officer s. The 
lUlowing day it was up for 2^ hrs., and on the 27th, with four 
persons on board, it started from St. Cyr ami ■ ru; U vti Tiuyan- 
eourt, Tottssns, St. Aubin, Momleiy, and liretignv, returning to its 
beadquarters z'ia Bures, Saday, Jouy-en-Josas, and Versaiilef, the 
nmnd trip occupying 3f hrs. In the afternoon the airship was out 
for an hour. 

A Long FUght by Parseval VL" 

LSATING Hamburg at 9 o'clock in the morning on the 
nit., the dirigibk '^Pancval VI " arrived at Essen at 4 o'clock. 

The anct day the jontney was continued to Leicbliogen, where 
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afitcr an hour and three quarters the dirigible landed, and was placed 
in the shed built for the Krbsloh airship. In the afternoon, with 
twelve passengers on Uiard, the airship went for a vo)age over 
Dusseldorf, Crefeld, and Jilbeifeld. The airship remained at 

TtlWa Airships at French Review. 

jSf^KING the review of the troops at I-ongchamps on the 14th 
tflii, titree airships were seen overhead. The.se were the " Adjutant 
Vincenot" («/^ " Clement - Bayard IV'"), the Zodiac " Le 
Temps," and the " Astra-Torres." The Zodiac dirigible had c<.mc 
over from St. Cvr, while the other two airships started from Issy. 
Last .Saturday morning, Ceneral Koques went for a trip in the 
" Astra-Torres, ' and he was to have taken a cruise in the Clement- 
Bayard airship in the afternoon, but it was decided te pmApoae Qli^ 
after the accident to Brindejonc des Moulinais. 
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THE "DAILY MAIL" CIRCUIT OF BRITAIN. 



Although the ;^io,o<X) offered by the Daily Mail has been 
won, the race is not yet over, as Mr. Valentine and Mr. Cod^m" 
still making the pluckiest of efibrts lo complete the circuit. 

Mr. Hamel, after reaching Thornhill, north o( IP umfrif*, ait 
recorded in our last issue, then decided lo retire. 

Mr. \ alentine, although his engine had given him a good deal of 
trouble in the morning, was able to leave Carlisle at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon of Friday last week. He got otT his course through 
keeping too close to the coast, and came down at a village near 
Workington. He was able to start again, and eventually reached 
Widnes, where he stopped for the night. The following day he was 
delayed by the strong wind, but was able to get away from Widnes 
about twenty past eight, and reached Trafford Park just before 
night&ll. He made a fresh start on Monday morning, and landed 
at Springhill, near Madeley, in Shropshire, after an hour and three- 
qnarten' flight, in order to obtain further petrol. On re-starting he 
only got to Bridgnorth. Getting away in the evening he passed 
over Worcester just before eight, and reached Gloucester at 
twenty-fbnr minutes past eight. Althoo^ a strong wind was 
blowing on Tuesday morning, he was able to complete the stage to 
Bristol, where he decided to wait and see if the weather wonld 



PRESENTATION OF THE £10,000. 

A luncheon at the Savoy was given b\ the I'ltily Mail, at whick 
Lord N'orthcliffe presided, on Friday, when the cheque for /, 10,000 
was presented lo Lieut. Conneau and the / 200 consolation prize to 
Vedrincs by the Chairman. (Ircal enllmsia.sni prevailed, and a 
number of notable guests were present in honour of the occasion, 
amongst those being the Duke of Argyll, Lord Faber, Bishop 
Welldon (I^ean of Manchester), Mr. Roger Wallace (( 'bairman of 
the Royal .\ero Clulit, Sir Charles Ottley, the Lord Mayor ol 
Bristol, .Mr. Arthur Du Cros, M.l'., Mr. A. I. Bird, M.l'., Sir 
Charles Friswell, Sir William Treloar, .Sir U. Johnston, Mr. 
Davison Dalziel, .NLI'., .Sir Hiram Maxim, Sir Ilarokl Harniswoith, 
Professor Huntington, Mr. Edward White (Chairman of the London 
County Council), .Mr. Kennedy (ones, Mr. Thomas Mailnwv, 
M. Norbcrt Chereau, Mr. Grahame-While, Mr. Robert Loranic, 
Mr. Locke King, Maj. Lindsay Lloyd, the Mayor of Brighton, the 
Mayor of Harrogate, Mr. Holt Thomas, Mr. N. C. Neill, Mr. 
Stanley Spooner, Capt. Hankey, Mr. Harold Perrin, M. Hugues 
Simon, Mr. Ballin Hindc, Mr. C. G. Gnuholt, Lieut. Bier, 
Herr Etrich, Mr. Compton Paterson, Mr. Gordon-England, 
M. de Montalent, Mr. Astley, &c. The tables w^e arran^Kl in 




CIRCUIT OF VSHTMK.-iAm. Conoau (" Beaumont") finishing on his BUftot «iid vrlnaing the iBIO^OOO «t 

Braoklaods on Wednesday, July 26tb. 



moderate. He was away again on Wednesday morning, and landed 
safely at Exeter at 8.24 a.m., and hoped to continue to Salisbury 
Plain and Brighton later in the day. He is not hurrying particularly 
.now, a.s he has until Saturday to com|ilet(' ilie course. 

Mr. Cody reached ICdinburgh at twenty minutes to nine on 
"Friday morning, and later in the day flew to Stirling, where he 
arrived at ten minutes past eight in the evening. In spite of 
•the shock ing weather he was able to get on to Clasgow on 
Saturday morning, and then decided to have a rest. He was away 
from the Glasgow control at Paisley a few minutes after four on 
Monday morning, but came down at Lanark, and after a stop of over 
an hour got away again and reached Carlisle at twenty-five minutes 
past seven. He left Carlisle at half- past four on Tuesday morning, 
but the violent weather again impeded him, so that he landed at 
Whitehaven and stayed there until just on eight o'clock in the 
■evening, when he set out again for Manchester, where he safely 
landed and decided lo spend the night. He started again on 
Wednesday morning, and arrived at Bristol at a quarter lo twelve. 
He announced his intention of proceeding on the next stage to 
Exeter, and then OB tQ StiaAmf flam and Br^on during the 
Afternoon. 



the form of monoplanes, and the room was in other respects 
to the right of the Chairman and Vedrines to the kfi. 



priately decorated illustrative of the event, Lieut. Conneau : 



After the loyal toasts had been honoured. Lord Northclilie, in 
toasting Lieut. Conneau, recalled that it was only a few weeks back 
that NL Conneau had been welcomed in the .same room to receive 
hi< well earned honours in conncciion with the Circuit of Europe. 
Lord Northcliffe, continuing, said that the Circuit 'if Britain 
reminded him somewhat of the Paris- Madrid motor race, and he 
thought the Circuit was almost as important as that epoch-making 
event whereby the future type of the motor car was tixed, as the 
RenauUs, which then made the best travelling, were typical of the 
Renauli taxicabs, which were seen in such numbers on the streets 
at the present time. In like manner to the I'aris-Madrid race 
fixing the type of motor car, he thought the Circuit of Britain would 
fix the future type of aero]ilane. 

He admired .VL Bleriot's foresight and perseverance in perfecting 
the monoplane as against the biplane, which the Wright Bros, 
maintained Wcls the aeroplane of the future. Although he was 
laughed at, he stuck to m Qrpe and perf ec t ed hi* model, with the 
result seen to-day. 
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ORCUIT OF BRIIAIN.— Vedrines "at rest" during his compiilaaef 
Btoppioa tiliu at Shorcham, before the last Up to Braoklawls. 



Tlii i i wen- many pe()|)If wild said it WM varjr Wonderful all this 
flying;, li\H what was ihi use of il The same people said iiist the 
same thinp in the past with regard to cars, t>iit they had all proved 
wrong, and they would proliahly [)ri-ive wmnc; again in regard to 
flying machines. In this connection M. Vedrines had reminded 
him of the use of aeroplanes in the recent French mameuvres, which 
had entirely revolutionised warfare by ihc invention of machines 
thai enaljled an army to know wliat their enemy was doing and -7, < 
7vrsa. The French nation were undoubtedly leading in this 
respect as they also led in regard to dirigibles. They were the 
only people who hud invented an airship which had travelled at 
62 k.p.h. and sailed out to its destination and returned again, as 
previously arranged. 

People were apt to exaggerate the dangers of aviation, as they had 
exaggerated motor dangers, but in both cases the accidents were 
rather due to mistakes of inexperience than to defects in the 
machines. He hoped now that the practicability of the machines 
had been demonstrated, the Government and authorities would 
put thmtelves more iato line with ihe French in the work of 
aevclopiiig the science on practical lines. In happy words, 
Locd Noradiieoompand tbpag men, as tfpifiedby Lwut. Couwan 
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and 'M. Vedrines, who were working side by side 
in aviation. Conneau's science and naval training 
had served him in splendid stead, as, for instance, 
in the fog that they struck soon after the start. 

Vedrines as the mechanic type was the heart of 
the whole movement as in the early car races. ^ It 
was the marvellous and untiring vitality, mecfaanicsr 
and judgment of what to do #M <mhled the 
Frenchmen to win nearly all foe taces. The 
makers, by working on irird lines, had cvolvfld • 
really cfiicient flying machine, and the one thil^ 
they bad still to do was to learn how to fly the 
machines slowly. He was happy to say that no 
accidents to speak of had occurred in connection 
with the Circtiit, and the whole race had given 
magnificent evidence of the fwrfect organisation of 
the RoyaJ Aero Club. Many difficulties stood in the 
way of aviation in EngUuad, not the least— prejudice 
to anything new. The French were always ready to 
investigate new ideas ; in England anything new 
invoked the query " What's wrong with it?" The 
same occurred in the past with the screw, the iron 
ship, and many other innovations. In time n& 
doubt that would be got over. 

The great lessons taught by the Circuit had been 
the future type of machine which might be expectcd 
to predominate and that a scientific training was a 
huge advantage in the game. It behoved England 
of all nations to see that they utilised to the greatest 
the best scientific talent which they possessed to 
ensure the future paramount position in aviation. 

Lieut. Conneau, in reply, spoke in English, 
and expressed his sincere thanks and admiratior> 
to the Dailv Muil and Lord Northclitle for 
their great help to aviation, and the Royal Aero Club for 
their splendid organisation of so diflicult a circuit. Hy his 
reception by King Oeorgc the previous day a great honour had been 
done to aviition rather than to him per.sonally. Although the 
French, he said, commenced things, it was the English who in their 
practical way iinproved upon that work and perfected what they 
had commenced. 

-M. Vedrines, who spoke in French, had nothing but praise for 
his rival, in spite of the fact that he had done him so much monetary 
harm, although there w.-is nobody by whom he would sooner have 
been beaten. They h.id flown over mountains, against wind and 
rain together, and had been at work from dawn until night time. 
He was not in the least envious, but at the same time he wished he 
had won the prize, for the sake of his little girl. As it was, he only 
wished to join hands with M. Connean as bfraiots at tb« tenstnatioa 
of their great journey. 

M . Conneau alio spoke fiiidier with ^milair sentiments, this time 
in F"rcnch. 

The toast of " The Daily Mail" coupled with the name 6t 
Lord Northcliffe, was proposed by Mr. Roger Wallace, K.C, and 
brie% iqdied to fagr IjbxA Nottbdiffe. 
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more realism. The " Btbf " fleir putieBbrijr ttm^ly, oonndedng 
the velocity of the windr-^ds hetof; vmiaiSitMfy me to the co- 
incidence of the centresof tlttvM lii^lh^ Mi^^ 
of Grahame- White's. 

After the ilighu, which were of ft» nnal exhibition order, the 
three aviators were kept busy for some considerable time signing 
autographs. 

The incident which led up to this occnnred with great suddenness, 
changing a scene of utmost tranquillity into one of ^reat animation. 

" Beaumont "and Vedrines were seated at a table outaide the 
refreshment tent. The aviators were conversing quietly tof^ther, 
and a throng of people had gathered silently around. Uutside the 
ring an energetic compatriot of the two Frenchmen was disposing 
of picture post-cards, and his oft reiterated cry, " Bo mon Vedrten 
])o car " sounded monotonous in the hoi air, when a little (jirl in 
while made her way ([uiclly to the side of ihe aviators, and placed 
before each a post-card of himself with a copying ink pencil, re<iuest- 
ing an autograph. Instantly the scene was all animation. There 
was no longer any necessity for the post-card man to call o\u, ;i tush 
was made by all and sundry, including many Freiicli visitors who 
were there in honour of their countrymen. The aviators gooii 
naturedly complied with many of the requests, whether in autograph 
albums, on post-cards, leaves from notelxroks, and even whiteglovef, 
until they became so numerous thai the\ were forced to flee. 

I>iirini; llie afternoon Mnie. Clara Hiin piesenled to " Beaumont" 
and Vedrines, on behalf of the Aerodiome olticials, silver cups in 
commemoration of the event. Whilst tht i)rescnlalions were made 
Vedrines held fast to a copy .if l i uin 1, which later was taken care 
of by Mme. Vedrines, a v.'//f lady in black. In addition to his 
cup, Vedrines " beneiiied " to the extent of over i^Soo, proceeds of 
the afternoon's exhibition, includinetdieqne for 100 gvilieM PM- 
sented by Mi. Moitimer Singer. 



Lieut. Conneau and M. Vedrines, the two great rivals la the 
Ctrctiit of Britain, at tea together at Heodon Aerodrome on 

Satttraay iMt. 

VEDRINES BENEFIT 

AT HENDON. 

Both from a financial and a spectacular 
point of view, Vedrines' benefit at Ihe 
L,f)ndon .Aerodrome was a great success. 

It was a happy thought on the part of 
Mr. Grahame-Wlilte, this Vienefit pro- 
posal (although we should like to have 
seen it extendeid to some of the other very 
deserving pilots), and from ihe crowd 
th.il leathered to witness the (lights one 
could re.idily estimate the amount of 
pubHc appreciation Vedrines had earned 
by his plucky tight with "Beaumont "for 
the Daily Mail puzc. No doubt Vedrines 
goes back to France with a better opinion 
of the English public's enthusiafm for 
flying than he possessed after his arrival 
at llendon in the Circuit of Europe. 
Fully 50,000 must have witnessed ihi 
display, for not only were the enclosures 
comfortably filled, but every point of 
vantage in the-'^ltamet. liW Uuk 
Bpeclatots. 

Vedrines' arrival from Rrooklands on 
his Morane aeroplane just after 4 o'clock 
was received with rounds of cheers — and 
no wonder, for nothing could have been 
more appropriate for the occasion than 
this flight in reminiscence of his previotis 
Saturday's display. 

In spite of a tricky wind, which 
avenged 30 miles an hoar, both " Beau- 
mont^ and Grahame- White flew mag- 
nificently. Hie former made nie of 
Andeman' Gnome-BI&iot with die " 3 " 
of the No. " 13 " painted on it> wioga 
obliterated ia order to iatrodaoe a btt 



"Beaameat" Reeeivcd br die King. 

Since his accession to the TluODe King George has shown in 
several ways his great interest in all departnieni.s of scicntihc 
progress, and it was therefore hardly surjjrising, although very 
gratifying, that he should send for the winner ol the Daiiy Mail 
prize. In response to the King's message, Lieut. Conneau visited 
Buckingham Palace on Thursday morning, and on being conducted 
to the King's presence by Major Clive Wigram, the Equerry; in 
attendance, spent some twenty minutes in describing to His 
Majesty various iaeidmts of the fliglib 




VEDRINES' BENEFIT AT HENDON AERODROME ON SATURDAY 
L'AS r*— Vedrines sccehrlag die commcmorattve cop from Mdme. Clam Batt. 
lounediately beymd Vedelnes ut standtng Mr. Huold E. Penta, tlic Sccreguy 
e( die Royai Aero dab (kb), and Mr. C r. PoUoek, one of ^ 



Sicsniii. Note dtat VcddiMS did not relax bis hold of 

receiving the tK^y. 
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^Bcnmeitl* tmS V*lrljDe* ^ Crysul 

On S«titiday evening both Lieut. Gmnean and 
Vfldiiiwt irereentertKined to dinner by the Terrace 
Ctab at the Ci]|WtaI Falaoe, and atorwaids in the 
Concert HaO Lwut. Connean wat presented with a 
gold cup and a cheque. for £y) given by the Perrier 
Water Company for the first Frenchman to arrive 
in the race, while a gold medal was given to 
Vedrines. The presentation was made by Ixird 
Pljrmonth, who also presided at the dinner, when 
he was suiiporCed by Lord Kinnaird, Sir R. Melvill 
Ueachcroft, Capt. I'umperneel (French Naval 
Attufa^], Mi. Koea Wallace, K. C., Mi.T. Marlowe, 
Mr. C Gtahane^wyii^ fte. 

''Beaumont" In Paris. 

On his return to Paris, on Monday, Lieut. 
Conneau was eni(;rtaincd to lunch hy the staff of the 
I'aris Daily Mail, and among those who assembled 
to do honour to the vii tor were the Hon. I.. 
Carnegie, representing the lintish Ambassador, .sir 
Henry Austin Lee, General Roques, M. Lcpine, 
Lieat-CoL Bouttieaux, Mr. Dick Farman, Count 
de la Vaulx, M. Louis Blcriot, Count Lambert, Mr. 
Lane and Mr. Storey, of the Paris Dctily Mail, as 
well as many representatives of the naval and military 
authorities, including representatives IrtMU the various 
Government flying schools. 

More Solatlums for Vedrines. 

Although he missed getting the chief prize, 
Vedrines' efforts in the Daily Mail Circuit of 
Britain have not by any means gone unrc 
warded. In addition to the ;^2C» presented to him by L<'rd 
NorthclifTe, he has received a cheque for ;^i,ooo from that g<^od 
qxwtsman, Mr. James EUlman, of embrocation fame, while the 

® ® 

NOT ONE TYFE 

By G. HOLT 
TiiK success of the monoplane has led to the belief on the part of a 
great many people that this type of machine is llie only machine 
likely to exist in the near future. Those, however, who have laid 
down this law, based on the winning 01 the Daily Mai! Circuit of 
Britain, have forgotten to include in their hypothesis the personalii v 
of the pilot. I readily grant that the biplane could have had no 
chance of winning. I also grant that no biplane would have stood 
the wind and weather encountered. But on the other hand, 
no madiine, whether biplane or monoplane, would have 
mm iSiamf^ fpQntad bf a " Beaumont" or a Vedrines. 

The aw iKW ih ine hu astodUiea me in the last year b^ its 
strength 01 construction, as shown by the tests to which it has 
been put, and is constandy removing one of the argumente agunst 
it Needless to say, it will hat mndx more wind, on account of its 
citia speed, but it still requires an "artist" to Und on it, and in 
no body of men will one find more than a certain percentage ^dio 
an fit to pilot a fast monoplane. The biplaae is not devotiiqr itsdf 
to speed, but it will carry much more wdght. It is slow, and 
therefore more liaUe to buffeting in a gale, bat it hu its 
uses and its adviatages not possessed by its rivaL The French 
Government knows as much about aviation as most peopl^ 
and it Is ooastantfy taking deliveqr of both »pes of aenqirianes. 
Liort. Conienm is an exceptiaaal man, and for diat reason won 




CIRCUIT OF BRTTAliN.— How some enthusiasts maaaged to see tlie 

aviators at Manchester. 

subscription started by the Financial Times has realised over 
and a further £^ given \>y the Comteseede la Field briogs the total 
he has received to over ^2,000. 

® ® 

BUT TWO TYPES. 

THOMAS. 

the /hii/'v Mai! £10,000, and could nol, undoubtedly, have won it 
on a biplane, but there is no re.ason to bury the biplane on that 
aecouni. If we have say 100 otiicers to leach, a certain percentage 
will bi ht Hi tly fast ninnoplanes and a certain section will iuv,r be 
fit, however much they are taiiglil. They will, however, be able to 
manage a biplane in a moderate wind. I know many pilots whom 
I would advise to stick to the biplane, others who admittedly are fit 
for a monoplane. The winning of this race I put down to the men, 
and as some proof I may mention that I was able to send an 
exact prediction of the result, " * Beaumont ' i, Vedrines %4|||id the 
rest nowhere," to the Daily Mail, and in fact I gave "Boinmont " 
a marked copy of the Daily Mail to carry round the circuit, as I 
was convinced he would be the winner. Another proof of die 
tiian was his magnificent flights in a very nasty wind on Saturday 
at Hendon on No. 13, Audemars' machine, on which he could not 
Stfft in tlK moB. ( think we should realise that although " Beau- 
Da^^'Ooild 1^ biV^ won on a tuplane, that on the other hand, 
the number of "Beaumonts" is ve^ limited, and consequently we 
must cater for the average men as well as the exceptions. I have 
aecepted Lieut. Conneau's invitation to. fiy with liim to the French 
BWaoevvies, but because he is " BeattaioBt,*' and I Iiave tremendous 
coafidenee in his skill, and not in any way becanse ht is £ying a 
monoplane. 




Tbe Imdlag. of the Daily Mail carried 1,000 



lailif Mail carried 1,000 miles raond Gmit Btttaln m tunplan by Lieut. Jean Connean 
It"). TIm origiaal was gtvca to Lord NorthcUHe m an littcscstlac souvenir ol iSm Qioiit. 
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log. 
1 10. 

HI. 

112. 
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Harry Bingham Brown (subject to sanction of Aero Club of 

America). 
E. F. Driver. 
Norman Scolt rercivtU 
Walter Oswald Watt. 
Walter Lawrence. 
Gordon-Bennett Aviation Cup.— The enlry foes and forfeits 
in connection with the above contest have been divided as follows : — 
A. Leblanc... £120 V.. Nieuport .. ;^So A. Ugilvie ... £^0 
"Daily Mail" Second £10,000 Priie.— The formal award of 
the prize of ^lo.ooo to Lieut. Conneau (Monsieur A. " Heaumont") 
was confirmed. The particulars of the other {nice iRnneit in this 
competition will \x announced later. 

HAROLD 1L PERIOM, 

166, Piccadilly. Saeniituy. 



Commtttee Meeting. 

AlKBBnmiGof the Committee was held on Tuesday, the ist inst., 
when there were present: — Mr. R. W. Wallace, K.C, in the 
Chair, Mr. Ernest C. Bucknall, Prof. A. K. Huntington, Mr. F.K. 
McClean, Mr. J. T. C. Moore-Brabuon, Mr. C. F. Pollock, and 
Harold E. Pernn, Secretary. 

New Members. — The following new Members were elected : — 
Hon. Richard Bethell, Sydney Brookfield, Lieut. Alec Burchardt- 
Ashton, Mrs. Beatrice Osborn Burke, C. Capron, Cieorge Vyvyan 
Deakin, Theo. Feilden, Hamilton Fyfe, Alexander Gross, C T. 
Hill, Henry H. Hart, Col. T^ermyn, F. W. I'ethick Lawteiie«, 
Bammont P^e LeschalUs, W. Murray Morrison, Collym VtAck 
Pizey, Panakttti Teofiwi, and Boron £. von Ofenheim. 

Aviators G»ttfliBate$«---The billowing aviatiQi»' certificates were 
Cnuated : — 

® ® 

PROGRESS OF FLIGHT ABOUT THE COUNTRY. 

Note. — Addresses, temporary or permanent, follow in each case the names of the clubs, where communications of our readers can be 
add re ss ed direa to the Secretary. We wooild ask Club Secretaries in fotnre to see that the Botei Kgwrding their Qubs reach the EcUtor of 

Flubt, 44« St .Haitin'i Ltae, t«Bdoa, W.C, bjr fint pott ToMday tt tatmt. 
f!i^pt«a«ii Ar.C. (23, Chatham Rd., Wandsworth Common). 

The club has now removed its workshop to 23, Chatham 
Road, Wandsworth Common, and aiqrone wishmg to join should 
communicate with H. Coomber, hon. sec., at the above address, 
when he will be glad to send full particoian. 

£a«tGhareh Model Aero Club. 

Thb above dub has been formed at Eastchurch and already 
numbers sixteen members. Dealers in materials for making model 
Aeroplanes are asked to kindly send catalogues, &c., to the secretary, 

the Post Office, Eastchurch. 

Leamington Model Aero Club (88-90, Pakaob). 

Ths dnb is making good headway, and it has been found 
veoessarv to take up larger quarters at 8S-90, The Parade, where 
tile dob's headquarters and workshop are now situated. Already a 
wnnber of models are in course of construction, and short fl^thts 
were adiieved by Mr. C Farie's " Red PUne," and by Mr. W. 
Wometslw's monopbne. A modd flying ooapetitkn haa Ibeea 
arranged for September 9th, and entries should be seitf lii el flUtietb 
the secretary, M. J- F. Miller. 

Pwkslde Aero Club (2, Edbrookb Road, Paddington). 

London aero enthunasts have now a school for gliding and 
aeroplane experiments as a result of last Monday's meeting m the 
«bove dnb. Only a few more members are required, as it was 
dedded to limit the membership. Tiie subscription was fixed at 
25^. yearly, payable as 55. entrance fee and ^. per quarter. The 
Clab Ymti lUSpmA a glider, and iritt pp l iS B l t* .|att->i! » very 
sbortfy, an »it Bembers wiUlikve ne oppatai^ to kim flying in 
«U its bittidies. Interested leaden we (eqnesifid to oomnumicate 
«i&dieieeiet«]7, se, EdSwooitt lUiad, Ft^ 

Shtfteld liodd Atfo Cbfi (|$, PnmRTx Road). 

.\ MODEL flying competition is to be held on Aognst Bank 
Holiday (Monday), in the field adjoining Wadsley Chnidi, Mtorlclifie 
Road, off Wadal^ Lane, HUlsboroiwfa Car Terminus. Flying tn|9 
■oommence at 3.» Mlbe afternoon. The foUowiag events liave htia 
«miiged:— I, MS aaojUa risiag off the gnmad inid« their own 



Experfments in India. 

Mr. 11. S. WlLUEKLOOli, whose article on " F^xperiments in 
Kajputana," which appeared in our issue of June 24th, will bo 
remembered, writes us that the full-si/^ed machine ha^ now been 
completed by the Upper India Motor Co., of Lucknow, and has 
been taken to the parade ground of the cantonment for its trials. It is 
46 ft. span and fitted with a 35 h p. J. A. P. Mr. Wildeblocd says his 
latest trouble, besides the heat, which has been very trying, is a 
boring insect which has got into some of the bamboos, in spite of 
the pweanntift rtitefa d>ey mn pdattd. 

6T9 



power, pise 2s. 6d,i 2, longest distance flown, btronse medal ; 
3, dontxm, bronze medal ; 4, height, silver medal ; entrance fee 
for each event 2(/. each for membewt and 6d. for non - members. 
No competitor will be allowed more wut two models in each ereat, 
ud eacn eonpetitor will be aUowad three tries in etch eveot 
Thoie wishing to take part in the competition may do so on {Myiqg 
entrance fee up to 2 o'clock on the field on the day. All entries to 
be made to the secretary, C. F. W. Codworth, 35, Penrhyn Road. 

Southsea Aen Clid» (», SttiuLKV Road, SotrisSB*}. 

An essay competition will be hdd next week. The competitois 
will be allowed to write on any two of six given subjects, the best 
one only to count. Will members on their holidays kbdly write 
the secretary for information? Members are requested to send in 
plans and suggestions for the glider. If any reader of Flight 
would like to join, will he please write the secretary at once, as very 
dioitly an enliaooe fee >ritt he charged. 

SCHOOL AERO CLUBS. 

Antndei House School Ae.C (IS> Arlinoton Road, So&bitok). 

On. Saturday, the 29;th ult., R. F. Mann took part in the model 
aeroplane contest ' organised at Mitcham Common by the Aero 
Models Association, where he was awarded the first prise for 
duration. ' In the course of one of his trials for that event, the 
Maon monoplane No. 49 (similar in type to the iNo 31. recently 
described in Flight) made an absolutely straight flight of 2,535 '^-t 
or nearly half a mile. The distance was careiullv measured oy Mr. 
F. W. Jannawnr, of 48, Tottetdown Street, Tooting, and constitutes 
a worldns leontd. 

SoadigateGBiintrSeli0diA*;C(Fox Lahb, PjoJCCR'sGRKcir). 

A MODU. aero dub was started at the alxive school in the 
early part of last month, and the membership is already 25. The 
first flving meeting was held on Jidy IJIh- Nine modd> were 
entered with the following result S. R. Brown, 435 ft. : 
3. V. A Edwards, 187 ft. The aecretny, E. R. Brom, wmdd 
like to receive catakigues, &c, firom modd firms, at his addiew, 
84, Bowes Road, Fafaner's Green, N. 

® » 

An American Hydro-Aeroplane Pilot. 

Oi 1 iciAi. trials were carried out at the beginning of July on 
Lake Keuka, at Hammondsport, N.V., with the hydro-aeroplane 
built by Glenn H. Curtiss for the U.S. Navy. The machine is on 
the usual Curtiss lines but fitted with floats, and Lieut. EUyson, 
U.S.N., successfully qualified for his pilot's certificate on the 
machine, rising fnjm and coming to rest on the water. It is 
arranged to carry passengers, and is fitted with double control, so 
that either of the two officers on board can act as pilot. Voyages 
iq> to 50 niiei in extant hwra aliM^ r 



FROM THE BRITISH 

ftsral Aero Club Flying Ground, Eastchurch. 

In consequence of the absence of the aviators ofticiating in the 
J)ai/y iV<J/7 ("ircuil of Britain, ihere was no flyintj here in the early 
p«rt of the week. Diiriny Thursd:iy must of them returned, and 
Lieuls. Samson, Longmore, and ( .crrard all put several good flights 
to their account. The two first named each coveted the greater part 
of the island in their travels, and delighted the holiday makers at 
Sheerness by flying the length of the promenade at some distance 
from the cokst, ronnding Garrison Point, and passing over several 
vessels lyin^ at anchor is die harbour. Lieut. Gerrard, on one of 
his flighu, journeyed over to Sittingboume and back, whilst Lient. 
Samson wotmd op by carrying Mr. Travers out to SheUbeach and 
bade. 

Lieut. Samson was up betimes on Friday morning, putting up a 
splendid flight before 7 a.m., in which he passed over practically 
every village .on .the Jsland. The ,m(^^cimam - height attained was 
2,500 ft., and the average i^jpo ft. In ^fisnjng; jdl ibw affi^en 
were again out on the Shbft WftchfaWi ftir Abdttt t&b hom, ^eS&Og 
in a lot of useful practice. 

Lieuts. Samson and Gerrard were out before six on Saturday morn- 
ing, and were flying until 7.45, when they adjourned for. breakfast. 
About noon Mr. Ogil vie came out for a flight on' the' N."E.C.-engined 
*' Baby " Wright, going well in a rather puffy wind. In the evening 
there were four machines busy at the same time ; Mr. V. K. 
McClean, just returned after six months ahsence abroad, demon- 
•trated that he had lost none of hia ^ifflt^ although the Short 
biplane which he piloted on this occasion was somewhat diflferent to 
what he had previously been using, he made several good fl^^ over 
to Ley.sdown and Eastchurch during the evening. 

All four Naval ofticers also put in their usual spell of good work, 
and Lieut. Dunne, on his monoplane, made his first circular flight 
on this niachiiK. Slaitinj; from his shed, he flew M abwui 40 ft. in 
the direci ion of I .ey^.dc iwn, making n good left hand turn, and landing 
neatly, close to his startinj; point, to the applause of the onlookers. 
Whil.st flying was in jirogrcss, a thunderstorm broke over the island 
with alarming suddenness, and Mr. McClean and Lieuts. Samson 
and (iregory, who were out at the time, had to return hastily to the 
aerodrome, where tiny landed in safety. Some idea of the rapidity 
with which the storm broke may be gathered from the fact that the 
wind rose at a lound from " dead calm " to 30 m.p.h., as recorded 
by Dines anemometer, the force of the wind at 500 to 600 ft. 
approaching 60 or 70 miles an hour. The wind was aoconqMlded 
by thunder and lightning and enormous raindrops. 

On Sunday evening Mr. McClean was again out, making several 
good flights in the vicinity of thv aerodrome. Mr. Whillaker was 
seen in the air for the lirsl time on his 50-li.p. Gnome-engined 
Farman biplane, on which he made several straight llighls. Prof. 
Huntington was also out on his biplane making straight tiights. 
Mr. F. K. McClean, with Lieuts. Gerrard and Gregory, all nn 
Short biplanes, were taking their morning appetisers lieiwien and 
6 a.m. on Monday, all going well. Mr. Whittaker was also out 
■fsin pncdnni; on his Farman. 

In uie evenmg the aerodrome was once again visited by T. K.H. 
Prinee and Princess Louis of Hattenberg, Princess Henry of Prussia, 
Princess Louise and Prince George of Hattenberg, accompanied by 
Llul|#te^W«|tii«. Tim Boinl Piirty were reCMivttd «t ^ eptnncB 
to ^MttHleaM who oondoetea Aim fb th^ 




St of the Billing bl plane at 
obtained his loot's 
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FI^YING GR0UM03. 

i-MdeiOtt. Daring a stay of over-two boors the Royal visitors 
renurkably good ezhit»don flights by Lieuts. 
Samson, Longmore, Gerrard and Gregory on the Short Naval 
machines, and also several passenger flights. 

To the four Naval officers fell the honour of being the first British 
aviators to pilot machines carrying Royal passengers : Lieut Samson 
took up Princess Louis of Battenberg, Lieut. Gregory was accom- 
panied by Princess Henry of Prussia, and Lieuts. Lorgmore and 
flerrard carried, respectively. Princess Louis of Battenberg and 
Miss Kerr, chief Lady-in- Waiting to Princess Louis of Battenberg. 
The flights were of about IS mins. duratioa each, and the approxi- 
mate hdght 500 ft. I1i«iir Royal Highnesses were del^hted frith 
their trip. 

Mr. F. K. McClean, on his Short biplane, and Mr. .Mee OgUvie, 
on the "Baby" Wright, gave additional "'life" to the scene by 
some good exhibition flights. 

On "Tuesday morning, Mr. \\ hittaker's Farman wa^ ou;, piloted 
by Mr. Travers, who gave <juiie a good account of himself in the 
course of a twenty minutes' flight, making circular (lights and fiJures 
of eight at a height of aboui 40 ft. 

On Tuesday evening, H.R. II. Prince George of Battenberg, 
aeeompaniec! !')■ his younger brother, again visited the .A'-rodrome, 
spending a considerable time in a close examination of the Short 
machines, in which he manifested a keen interest. 

Brlgbton-Shorebaai Aerodrome. 

On Monday last Mr. Barber left Brooklands with a passenger 
in the morning on a Valkyrie intending to fly to Shoreluin, Qf 
decided to come down near Steyning owing to slight engine tteaJbl^ 
but unfortunately in ali^tiog he danu^ed the^ chassis. After 
putting this right he arrived at Shoreham at five minat^ to d{^t ha 
the evening. 

Next morning Mr. Barber left with passei^er about 8 a.m. te4f 
back to Brooklands. 

There is a prospect of good sport on Saturday, August 12th, as 
at a meeting last week of the Die|>|ie Corporation it was unanimoitsly 
resolved to co-operate with the lirighton-Shoreham aerodrome for a 
cross-Channel contest on that day. A sum of £^ has already 
been promised. 

Brooklands Aerodrome. 

TlIK expectations of finishing the Circuit of Great Britain oa 
Wednesday last week, as is known, were realised at a little after 
3 o'clock, when Andre "Beaumont'' made a perfect desc»nl, and 
appeared to be as fresh as when he started. Hi.s time from llrightou 
was 39 mins. 51 sees. Jules Vedrines arrived at 3. 19, his time from 
Brighton being 3(1 mins. 45 sees. Each received a vociferous welcome, 
lioth l^rd and Lady N'orthcliffe being at the head of a representative 
crowd interested in aviation to welcome them, for the time idl 
attention being concentrated on the heroes. 

Later Mr. I'ercival was out on the Billing biplane. Mr. Johnstone 
had arranged to visit Weybiidge Regatta by way of the air, and was 
just on the point of rising when a wire snapped, taking several 
pieces out of the propeller. Mr. Cecil Pashley, out on Mr. Lane's 
monoplane, had a bit of a rpill as, Wider the impression he was near 
the ground, he stopped his ei^^ine and pancaked, damaging the 
nndar-carriage. 

liTb flying was indulged in on Thursday. Mr. Pixton, wh» 

returned during the day ftoa 
Harrogate, was walkmg a little 
Snm. Tbe statement tl^^ lie 
wT blviicen his finger ik nol 
correct, his hand is only nastity 
cut. By all accounts he waa 
doing well in the Circuit Race 
to within 3 milesof Harrogate* 
when owing to his runnbg 
short of petrol the engine 
stopped, as luck wonld have it 
at an unfavomaUe pkce. 
and he had to land the beat 
way he conld, It was very 
galling to him presently when 
"Beaumont" and Vediinet 
passed overhead. 

At mid-day on Friday Mr. 
Kowe had the Vickers-R.E.P. 
out for a short period. Mr. 
Pixton, although still very stift 
from his accident, took out the 
Bristol School biplane, but the 
wind freshening he (" 
return to the shed. 
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At 3.40 on Saturday, Jules Vedrines left Jar hfe ''braefit" at 

Hendon. He appeared to have a little tronble in getting away, 
once turning back as if beaten. After manoeuvring rouiui uir :i gDod 
"road," he eventually went off on a very rough passage, Hying, for 
him, rather low. 

In the afternoon of Sunday, the first out was Mr. Pixton, he also 
again taking up a passenger and flying out over W'eybridge and 
district, on his return giving a fine exhibition of banking and smart 
landing. Mr. Johnstone was doing lOiBe ttOtdy ffigllte at X,000ft, 
and later carried some passengers. 

A passenger- carrying Nieuport has now arrived, and Mr. 
Chevalier, who is piloting the machine, was out for a trial flight, 
making some very rapid circuits. The speed of the machine being 
so great, passengers will be taken for cross country flights, the 
Aerodrome being used only for getting up and landing. Mr. 
Chevalier with a Nieuport, it will be reniemViered, was one of the 
reserve pilots representing France in the 1 iotdim Bennett Race. 

Early on Monday morning Mr. Astley artivcd at Urooklands on 
the-Bfrdling monoplane, having-flown from- Nottiit^iftm'to Windsor 
and from Uiere to Brooklands, arriving about 7 a.m. The wind, 
which had been rising, finished up by blowing half a gale all day, 
later, about 7 p.m., to subside to a perfect calm. Some interesting 
flying was then seen on new machines. 

Mr. O.' de Montalent was -first ojt with the Breguet biplane, 
making a fine flight, he afterwards going up with a lady paiaenger 
and alnuMt disappearing beyond the railway at 2,000 ft. up. 

Lient. Wa&bis' upon the Vickers monc^plia^, it JfCi^biK 
better and better. Aniw making several finely eoattt^af ttinnt 
at 200 ft he took up dapt Maitland M gmwagert cfsd^ 
good results. 

Henri Pequet was up on Mr. Spencer's biplane, which has 
imt been fitted with a new Gnome engine, making a good ten 
minutes' flight at 1,500 ft., after which he took vp Ht. Spencer ap 
passenger. Mr. Flanders' new monoplane Witt saodier of ibk 

machines out for its trial flight. Mr. £. V. Fisher was piloting wtth 
considerable skill, and after a few intermittent flights, she steadied' 
up splendidly and exhibited a fine turn of speed. 

Lieut. Watkins was again out on the Vicker8-R.E.P., taking 
with him a lady passenger, and flying with consummate skill for 
ten minutes. This is the machine destined for the South Pole 
Expedition, in which it is proposed Lieut. Watkins shall pilot the 
machine in the final dash for the Pole. 

Last out during the evening was Mr. Spencer on his biplane, he 
being well pleased with its work. 

Wind and rain up to four o'clock interfered with work on 
Tuesday, but then the air cleared and the sun shone forth. Mr. 
Chevalier was soon out with the Nieuport, making very fast flights, 
and at the same time Mr. Napier, a pupil, who only recently 
obtained his certificate, was flying his r.icing Bristol. It did not 
appear to be doing very well, he landing first on one wheel and then 
the other during the first flights. Later, when taking up a 
pas.senger, when banking for a spiral descent, a sharp gust caught 
the machine, and heeling her right over before the pilot could 
recover, she " side-slipped " to the ground. Unfortunately, the 
engine broke awa\ liy the impact, and Struck Mr. Napier, injuring 
him fauilly. His i^sst-nger Was thrown dear of the dmris, Wall thus 
escaped with severe shock. 




The story o( a first Slight, as recorded by Miss E. T. Dai^ 
whilst la the air on a Valkyrie moooplaoe. — The abOfC 
is a Eaesimllc reduction of the original note* nadc bf 
Miss Davies. 



London Aerodrome, Collindale Avenue, Hendcn. 

Bl^riot School. — From Monday until Wednesday last week the 
School was closed by reasou of the Grcuit of Britain. 

On Thursday the weather was against flying most of the day, but 
late in the afternoon Mr. Dyott was able to cover two circuits, and 
Capt liamilton made some straight flights. Next day was too 
windy for air work, but Saturday opened briehtly, and Mr. Dyott 
qualified for the first test for his irevei, beiore the wind got too 




During the wait for the start from Hendon for the Daily Mail Circuit of Britain Mr. H. Barber made some very fine 
«xhibltion flights on his Valkyries, attaining a height of 2,000 ft., a flight also being made with a passenger. Our 
pliotqgrapbs show Mr. Barber In flighty and the right-hand picture glvas a gowl idea of titc crowds In the dlstaaee, 
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strong. Meanwhile Capt. Hamilton, who has been improving very 
rapidly, was making some straight flights, and Mr. Slack indulged 
in some rolling practu r. 

On Monday last .Mr. 1 )yott qualified (or the last tests for his brevet. 
He is a ver) keen and careful pilot, and handles the HIeriot 
nachint' with considerable skill, his descents iii voi planr licing 
particularly worth watching, along with his delicate landing^-. 

In the evening C^apt. Hamilton was making a few good circuits 
round the aerodrome, and the Other popilB were also pnwtidiiKOD 
the School machines. 

Valkyrie School. — Mr. Karher, on Tuesday last week, had out 
one of the " Type li " military monoplanes titled with a 50-h.p. 
Gnome engine, and made a very pretty flight of about twenty 
minutes duration, during which an allilude of alKiui 1,200 ft. was 
attained, and various evolutions carried out. Mr. Newman, of 
Cambridge, had a passenger flight, and expressed himself a.s 
delighted. 

Viexi day Mr. Barber was out again with the same machine, 
giving Mr. G. Nicholson, of the War Office, an extended flight at a 

good altitude. The Utter end of the trip was made daring a 
btotdentorm, but the machine behaved with remarkable steadineu. 
Heavy rain then commencing, a descent had to be made. In the 
evening the Valk^e School pilot was out and put up a very 
jntereiBng exhibition for a kuMinatograph firm, later 00 Mr. 
Andrews having a passenger flight 

Mr. Soott Brown ascended on one of the machines wiih his 
idnematagraph apparatus on Tbmsday, and made an extended fl^ht 
over the snrrounding district. Quite a tricky wind was blowiiK, 
but no difficulty was experienced in handling the apparatus, aldsoogh 
it was Mr. Scott Brown's first experience as a passenger. In ne 
afternoon Mr. Barber ascended with Miss Eleanor Trehawke Davies 
as a passenger, and quickly ascending to a height of 600 ft. or 700 ft. 
made a fine cross-country flight in the direction of Harrow, from 
there towards Ealing, over Hendon ard the "Welsh Harp," and 
back to the aerodrome, by which time the machine was at an altitude 
of about 2,000 ft. A fine vol plani descent was made, and at the 
expiration of the flight great interest was taken in an account of the 
flight which Miss Davies had written while in the air. The writing 
was quite clear, and a facsimile reproduction of the account appears 
elsewhere in this issue. Several other passengers were then taken 
up, and also a line exhibition of ^ure flying carried out, including 
numerous qiiral vol pbmi desonits and shup ri^ht- and left-hand 
turns. 

Miss Davies, whose flight the preceding evening had filled her 
with great enthusiasm, arrived on Friday at the aerodrome soon 
after 5 a.m., and quickly ascended to a height of over a thousand 
feet, when another magnificent cross country flight was made over 
and past Harrow to the Thanic.-., returning lo the aerodrome with 
Ealing, .'Xclon .ind ilic White ' iiy on the right. It was a glorious 
morning, iind nniy ihcvH ulio }t:iv'f experienced rro^is-enuntry 'lying 
m perfect weather ran understand its ex.hllaratic]n. Several other 
passengers were 1 hen given fliglits at altitudes ranging from 200 ft. 
Mr. Barber flew altogether about 2^ hours. The Valkyrie 
was very strong on the wing in the evening, Mr. Cobb, 
weighing alioiit 14 St., ascending as a passenger, and the tanks 
holding sulticient oil and petrol (or a 90 mile flight. The machine 
lifted easily, and with the extra weight was steadier than ever, and 
also seemed to be somewhat faster. Mr. Cf>l)b was delighted, and, 
like many others, he is now determined to t.ike up cross-crountry 
flying. Several other pas.sengers ascended, and Mr. Barber also 
made a fine solo flight in his usual exccllcni style. 

The Valkyrie was out again next day, this time Mr. W. Ridley- 
Prentice ascending as a passenger, lor a cross country flight of 
about ten or twelve miles. Mr. Ridley l'rentice weighs about 
la St., and with the fuel tanks full, no difficulty was experienced 
in rising to a height of 2,000 ft. .Mr. Newman also had a further 
experience in an extended flight. Mr. Barber was also flying for 
over an hoar. 

Miss Trehawke Davies showed renewed enthusiasm by arriving 
Jtt 4#odrome at ^ a.m. on Sunday, for another flight just 
as tiie VaOcyrie machines were being brought out of the sheds, 
but owiiK to a very gusty wind Mr. Barber renuuned within the 
limits of the aerodrome, making several circuits. Later Capt. Loraine 
was takm for a shmt fl^ht. Thotigh the anemometer registered 
aa to 2S miles an hour, Mr. Ridley-Prentice was taken up to an 
altitnde of xoa ft., makiiK two mov^ Mr. Ridley-Prentice, who 
Kcently qualified as a infet on a Ionian machine, on descending, 
commented on the remarkably slif^t movement of the contnds 
Toiiuired to meet the strong gusts encountered on the trip. The 
wind remained high all day till 7 p.m., when Mr. BatOQt £Kve 
another fine demonstration, flying for \\ lure altagethar. Extended 
flshts over the sorrouad^ff eoooinp te eyanr to 
Mas Meese, Mr. IxAi^gm, «il loa^-BWtki 
•ltitiideatoi(,oooft. 
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SaUsbnrr Plain. 

The expected arrival of the competitors in the Daily Mail 
C&euit of Britain on Tuesday and Wednesday of last week caused 
the Plain to be invaded by a large crowd of people, and on Tuesday 
it was estimated that the number present was between 2,ocx) and 
3,00a In the morning Mr. Fleming gave several exhibition flights 
on his Bristol biplane, and his sharp turns, switchbacking and 
vol planes with both hands off the lever evoked loud applause. 
Both he and M. JuUerot were continually giving lessons to the 
Bristol pupils, and as the crowd increased during the day they 
were kept interested by further exhibition flights. A large 
proportion of the crowd spent the night on the Plain, and 
members of the Bristol .School were out the next morning at 
3 a.m. giving exhibition flights. L'pto 6 o'clock M. JuUerot was 
giving less, ins to pujiils, and then look up the J>aiiv Mai! corre- 
spondent with a view to looking for " Beaumont" and Vedrines. 
After circling around the Plains tor an hour at a height of 2,000 ft., 
during whicti Vedrines had landed, " Beaumont " was sighted. 
They at imce headed off^ to meet him, and came down at half-past 
eight, by which time .M. lullerot's total time in the air for the several 
flights amounted to four and ahalf hours. Mr. Fleming during this 
time g.Tve several exhibition flights, one concluding with a spiral 
vol plaiu' from a height of 1,500 ft. .\s soon as VedrinSi WaS 
sighted he went off to meet him, and escorted him in. 

On Thursday the instructors were again busy with the Bristol 
pupils, Capt. Watt flying to West Down and back. In the evening 
M. JuUerot took five different pupils for passenger flights, and 
Capt. Watt made the first tests for his certificate. Mr. H. Busteed 
ana Mr. Fleming were both instmctiiv P*<F^i the latter taking 
among others Prof. Petavel. 

On Friday the proceedings again started at 3 a.m., and M. JuUerot 
gave several of the pupils half an hour's flight. Capt. Watt 
completed his tests for his certificate by 8 o'clock. M. JuUerot 
started off with Prof. Petavel and- covered 40 miles across country 
in one minute over the hour. Later in the day M. JuUerot, Busteed 
and Hotchkiss were busv giving instruction, and after a final lesson 
IttHII Ute l!H^ intatjiwen Mr. Lawrence started off his brevet tests 
and cQBipI^M ihelliliatisfiu:torily in 23 minutes, a result on which 
he was warmly congratulated. A very fine exhibition flight was 
made by Mr. Busteed, the banking at the turns being very sharp. 
Captain Fulton was also 011^ and imie one .or two nsefiil fl^^hts en 
one of the Army maohinest 

On Saturday the work was of the nupil i^tM liiiilr vliitdtSh 
there was a good deal of wibd, Ohe m ^ inoat a^m^ tn{s 
being that made by M. Jullerot ^th Capt. Stewart when the wind 
was blowing 25 miles an hour. On Simday the wind was too rough 
for air work, but M. JuUerot had his madune brought out, and 
made a short flight to please die crowd. 

On Monday the proceedings were opened by Mr. Busteed, who 
« as followed by Mr. Fleming and M. Jullerot, each of them giving 
lessons to pupils. Col. Smeaton ^also made two useful circular 
flights. In the evening Messrs. Jullerot, Fleming, Busteed and 
Hotchkiss were all giving lessons, while M. Jullerot put a new 
RenauU-engined Bristol. through its paces during a 30-minuie flight, 
after which it was handed over to the Air Battalion. Col. Smeaton 
also made a good flight round the camps, while I'rof. Petavel 
progrused as far as straight flights. Tuesday was too boisterous 
fo»n]dng and so work was confined to the sheds. 

® ® ® ® 
"FUGHT" IN PARLIAMENT-ITS UP-TO-DATE 
INFORMATION. 

Mr. Sandys asked the Undei -Secretary of Slate for War whether, 
in view of the fact that it was recently officially stated, with 
reference to the reported construction of a new Army biplane, 
that certain experiments were being made, but that it was not 
desirable to give any particulars, he is aware that, in an issue of 
FLicitT, photographs and drawings purporting to represent the 
biplane appeared, together with a detailed description; whether 
these are in fact photographs of the bipianil^:iHid Ifaqiii^MriMmBNitip^ 
should be given to the Press which eiiinol Ite cemaianeated to vait 
House of ComauHis. 

Orfonel Seely said the occasion referred to was an experimental 
one, with the view of obtaining information on some points for the 
Advisory Committee. la no sense was the machine a new Army 
biplane ; aa ' w fkt tm i B m Jh4 b«en dwtt i^^Mamt 

and it was niatlai>a»ralii# afei^^ 

Mr. Sandys MflaRdii^K ipaitirftin^^ 
to leak out 

Colonel Seely said he had read the articles. He was in a position 
to say that none of the information given to the Press was of a 
oeaifioBitial nature. He was inquiring how ditt oommnnicarion to 
1^ BroK came to be given, and he iraold certaialjr deal wift ^ — 
tfistmimier GastUt, fufy z$fk. 



HT 



T£RRITORIAI^S AND AIR WORK. 

Bf "SAPPER." 



The London Balloon Company, R. E. Territoriuls;, have just con- 
cluded their annual training at the Ball )on School, Farnborouj^h, 
and some highly-instructive work has been got through. SL-vtr-il 
ascents have been made in captive and free balloons and Cody's 
war kites. On Saturday, July 22iid, the Company proceeded by 
road to HasingNloke, carrying full eijuiijiuent, lo give a demonstra- 
tion of observation work under service conditions. Same highly- 
imponunt mforinatiinastoUie,eiimy*spodik>n,sco^ 
•was obtained. 

The \rmy airship "Gamma" has l>een taking advantage of the 
good weathrr and put in some excellent trips, some as early as 5 a.m. 
At many of the j ourneys the London lialluon Company have assisted 
the Regular Air Battalion in the handling of the airship, some useful 
airship ex[X'rience being thus gained for the first time. 

On Friday, July 28th, owing to the kindness of Lieut. Ridge and 
Mr. De Ilavilland, the N.C.O.'s and men of the Company were 
taken, one at a time, for a j-mile trip in the De HavUland biplane, 
Mr. De Havilland himself piloting the machine. 

These passenger flights vere very much enjoyed by all of us, and 
kisted about five minutes each. 

A slight tribute here to the De Haviliaod biplane may not be 



ami.ss. It is now of the o-2-l' i type (originally 1-2-P-i, but 
since the front elevator was dispensed with has flown much better 
and faster), is luted with a 50-h.11. De Havilland engine and a 
De Havilland propeller. It is worth while noting that the machine 
has been designed, built and flown entirely by Mr. De Havilland, 
even down to the engine and propeller, and is not tt imitation of 
other people's work. 

Durmg ilif day .Mr. I >c Havilland was flying for about four hours, 
only coming down to refill petrol tank and raJiaior or ui take up a 
fresh passenger. During all these (lights not our single accident or 
breakage occurred to the machine and every flight was hushed 
with a fine vol ptatii, tometimes not mritclui^ on vt^ait i^Mb 
landing. 

Another good point, although the weight of passengers varied 
from 9 to I ; stone, no adjustment was found necessary, nor even 
when flying without jiassenger. The speed of the macUne mdOr 
lest is; slowest, 32 m.p.h. ; fastest, 41 m.p.h. 

By way ot conclusion, a good, strong and reliable aeroplane is 
just the thing needed by the Company, and would make a very 
welcome present to the London Balloon Compatqr, Tcnitoriala* 
Will somebody assist them to their desires? 



^ fi^ (d <id 

OUR AVIATRESSES. 



Is it not carious that with practically one exception, that of Miss 
YUSUk Meese, at the Valkyrie school, all our English la^ withttriasts 
who are serionsly taking lessons in ^ring shonkl be drawn fnm the 
ranks of the married. 

One is almost led to infer that matrimonial bliss has the e&ct of 
strengthening tbe feminine nerves and of endowing cwMidcrable 
conrage. 

Mis. Hewlett, wlio, in partnership with M. Blondeau, hat;; 
directed a most st i c c es sfu l flying school at Brookknds during tibe 
iMSt twelve months, is rapidly becoming an e£Scient pilot ^ tile 
Farman biplane. She has already flown many eircnits and it diO^ 
not be long before she obtains the coveted brevet. 

It was a pity that Mrs. Martin could not remain long enough in 
England to complete her course, as, under her husband's tuition at 
the Grahame-White school, she proved a most apt pupil. 

So pofident was she thai on the morning she sailed for America 
she Circled the Loadm Aoodiome twelve times on the aclKxd 
fWman* 



Mme. Franck will be remembered as the aviatress who unfortn- 
nately met with an accident while giving an exiiibition at the BoMon 
laoecourse. 

Although bearing a foreign nomme d- guerrt she WMCf BHtiA 
extraction, being the wife of an English journalist reddieBt in Bkib. 
Her experience was gamed with Henry Farman at Mourmelon, and 
althoiuh slie had made several good flights over die fiat plains 
asowia the Camp de Chakms, she Iwd hardly advanced snffiaently 
to attempt an exhibition over a raceconrse bristling with obstacles. 

Mrs. Palmer commenced her tuition at Lane's gliding school, bat 
die has now graduated to the Martin-Handasyde. 

The bttest addition to the raiUcs of hidy pupils is Mrs. D. de 
Beanvoir Stokes, a keen motoring enthusiast, wIm is learning to fly 
a Farman at Grahame- White's Hendon schooL 

She is possessed of indomiuble pluck, and her instracttt, Oliver, 
hints that with a fiur amount of luck as regards finraunUe weather 
ronditioDs, she should ofautia her fOot's ctcdrntials witiiin tlpm 
weeks. 
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BlRHTISM HOTES OF THE WEEK. 



Lieut. Watklns and the Vickers Monoplane. 

LiBUT. Watkins is due to sail on the P. and O. boat "China" 
on Aufust nth for Aottralia, wht-re he is to give a series of exhibi- 
tioa flights. He will take out with him me passenger-carrying 
Viekets moooplane which he is now flying at Brooklands, and which 
'Dr. Mawson has acquired for his Antarctic expedition. Adelaide 
'win be visited first, and it is understood that on the completion of 

tonr he will join the expedition parly and travel South. Mr. 
"WadciBS si^ it is doubtful if the aeroplane will be used for the final 
dadi to the Pole, as it would have to surmount the great ice barrier, 
whidi is appnudmateh^ 10,000 ft. high. What hope is there of sat- 
mounting it if it could not be done by aeroidane? 

.AcQpiuiM tit Anny W a iiofuvw , 

At tbe auHKemnres which are to be carried ont in Essex next 
jBonlh it is prabaUe that one or two aeroplanes will be utilised. 
This is in striking contrast to the arrangements in France, where it 
is certain that the number of pilot aviators on duty will be at least 
three dozen. 

The Isaacson Engine Entirely Exonerated. 

We inadvcrlunily JiJ :in injustice last weeli to the all-Kritish 
Isaacson en;;inc, I'y table of results in the Circuit of 

Britain the Isaacwm engine as !)einf^ fitted to Mr. Ilucks' Blackburn 
monoplane. The cnyiiie fiiteil to this machine was a (inomc, and 
therefore the Isaacson is entirely blameless for any breakdown 



CeimU Photography and Aviation. 

Many of those who witnessed the various stages of the Daily 
Mail Circuit of liritain secured permanent souvenirs in the shape 
of photograplis, and of these prol>ably the most unique were those 
in colour oijtained by Mr. Charles IJ. Ilowdill, Vice-President of 
the \ orkshire I'hotographic Union. One which Mr. Howdill has 
sent to us shows Mr. Ilamel starting from Harrogate, and Ae 
natural colours of the scene are reproduced very effectively. 



To Exploit China. 

It is rumoured that a syndicate is being formed in Canton, 
China, to establish an acrodroiiu- in that district, and to organise a 
meeting there early in the spring. Let us hope that no mandarin or 
other higli personage hapjjcns to die while the meeting is in progress, 
or things may fare as badly with the aviators as they did noi so long 
ago with Van den Bom when he was giving exhibitions out there. ^ 

A ^mA ISmiM HcfftiiTr Tt#^ 

lis. C WHX|» Street, M«rUiyr Tvdvil, is 

iuixibu!^ to hear from iiiy^ m & district inttiested in .model 

aeroplanes, with a view to foiiai^'K model club. 

Nleuport Monoplanes in Great Britain. 

I.N' response to several inquiries as to where the Nieuporl mono- 
planes can be obtained, we would remind our readers that the agent 
for Great Britain is .Mr. \laurice Ducrocq, whose address is the 
Brooklands Aerodrome, Weybridge, .Surrey. 

A Novd imilisi el Appreciation. 

There are many ways of showing appreciation of any special 
feat, and Messrs. J. C. Mount and Co. have certainly invented a 
novel method. Immediately the news of " Beaumont's " and 
Vedrines' arrival at Brookltuoas was known they telegraphed offering 
to pfMC^ the mtchittfi bum! despatch them back to France free of all 
CKpcme to ^Owf wktSnoi* 

Audemars, not Vedrines. 

The top photograph on page 056 last week should, of course, 
have read " Audemars and Valentine," \c. .\\\ our readers who 
have not already written us upon the subject will please note the 
correction. 

The Army Airships. 

After a period of overhauline,, dturiug which advantage has 
been taken of the opportunity to effect several improvements, the 
military airship " (iamma " was brought out on Friday of last week, 
and, under the direction of Major Sir Alex. Bannerman, cruised for a 
period of three hours at Aldershot. The new airship " Delta " is 
now practically completed, and should commence her trials shortly. 
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Foreign Aviation News. 



French Military Competition. 

The list of entries for the trials of aeroplanes to be conducted 

by the French nilitary authorities has now been published. 
Machines have beeo-entered by the f<dIoinilg tmuLx— 
Antoinette De Bellet Lepers 
Astra Deperdujsb Maurice 
Bebin IMnimbnt Morean 
Bilard Dnmont Nieuport 
Blanc Etienne Paulhan 
Bl^riot Fabre Pesserat et l 

Bonnet-lAbnuche Farman (H.) Pierre Pons 

Borel-Morane Farman (II.) R.E.P. 

Bourgoin at K^aieis Goupy Tfuiiiaiil 
Breguet Guyot &mut]r 

Caille ' Hanriot Sommer 

Qement Lastemas Timaskiaa 

Clement-Bajwrd Tofomte Vecdier 
GdHBdelMriaiM %M» Zo&e 



wlio have entered include : — 



Aster 

Asiatic 

Batkiaand et Mane 
Chemt 



Qement-Bayard 
Ociget 



Dansette at GiUot 

E.N.V. 



GieaaiM 



Nieuport 

Psnhar J.jt' X^cysssov 

Peugeot 

R«iiralt 

R.E.P. 

Uaae 

VialB 



Hlgli Spaci ott « FsMua Biplane. 

Piloting one of his racing bi|danes fitted widi a 5o4up. 
Gnome motor, and carrying a passenger, Henry Farman at Boqr on 
the 26th ult. was timed unofficially to attain a speed of 105 kip.h. 
On the 27th ult Henry Farman was carrying out weight lining 
trials, and on one of the small militaiy biplanes canned a usdhl 
iMdwaso kilogs. On the ne^tt day he qui^ a Ieo|^ $^t on 
aeiiiManchiBeaooa«pHii(idhf tno] 



Passenger Record Beaten. 

.•\ T (,'hartres on Sunday morning Level, on his Savary biplane, 
fitted with a Labor motor, succeeded in beating the passenger 
records, .\ccompanied by M. Junquel, Level covered 241 '79 kiloms. 
in 3h. 13m. iiifs. The old record was 224*85 kiloms. io 3 hours. 

Vedrines and the Michelin Cup. 

EvKN Veiliiiies will find it a very stiff task to better Loridan's 
really magnihcent etVort for the Michelin Trophy, who, as recorded 
in our last issue, on a Henry Farman racing biplane succeeded in 
covering 720 kiloms. (469 miles) in eleven hours. Vedrines was to 
have made his attempt this week, his turning points being Lumeny, 
near Etampes, and a place near Orleans. Under the new rules the 
flight this year is a cross-country one over a course 100 kiloms. 
round, that is 50 kiloms. out and 50 back again, certain stops being 
allowed for petrol, &c. 

Aubrun at Cherbourg. 

During a visit to Cherbourg last week Aubrun, on his 
Deperdussin on the 26th ult., cirded round the English liner 
" Adriatic," and then round the "Kaiser Wilhebn II." Twodaya 
later be carried out some manoeuvres over the water in cp n iwct i on 
with die submarine flotilla, and bis observations fiinswd Han vA^jstk 
of a special report to the French Naval aatiioritiei. 

Flying to the Races. 

< )N the 25th ult. Lieut. Malherbe flew from Luneville to the 
racecourse at Vittel, and after the last race was over he mounted his 
■Mchine and returned to Uc JMBdqaartea, 

A New Morane Monoplane. 

Veav sbortfy tests are to be carried ont widi a new Morane 
■Mnophute deiteMd fef M. Saulnier. 'TiuB OKncnlaae is of tke tail 
first type, widi tte ttOlor and propeller at the tiack, while die jHlot 
also sits at the rear end. 

Cross-Country on Nieuports In a Storm. 

On Saturday last, Lieut. Delagc and Lieut. Maillols both flew 
over from "Vinoennec to Mounnelon, and rqiorted having had an 
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adventurous ttip, pisetically having had to fi^t vtaj inch of the 
wajn^jBinst a tempest Tuir Nienport nona^laBe^ iriikii weie of 

the nulitsuy type, gave every satis&ction. 

Wiceleas Telegraphy from Aeroplanes. 

IH the course of some experiments in wirdess tdegiaphy on 
Snnday last Capt. Brenot sncoeeded in transmitting a message from 
a Fannan tuplanCf oh which he was carried by Laeat. Menard, to 
the Eiffel Tower, about 35 miles fiom RamboniUet, above which the 
oetoidane was Bjiog what the meiaage 1iip|Mtt> 

B l rfw wcic C Sh<mg it!> .JBBji Mount* 

Arrut lewHrining ftithfui io tti jhM**>' ^ * '<>''>6 ^"'^ 



Bielovacic has deddea to a b andoit It in iwoia ot a nwooplane, on 
whidihewiUtBkepartiadw#^«eam^dtfewtiMsii^^ Be 
has been engaged to gn^ m^jiSiSim Ift Vtinteia W die 130, 
and 15th inst 

Japuiese Mission at Buc 

The Japanese mission, now in France studying aeroplanes and 
other modem aids to wa^e, visited Bsc on the 26th nit., and 
■eveal of the officers, including Admiral Uavao Shnnamuxa, were 
taken for trips by Mr. Maurice Farman. Afterwards Farmaa *irt 
was taken by his son for a trip over Chateanfarfc 

By way of (jnalifying for the superior pilot's certificate, started 
by the French Minister at War, Leblanc on the a6th nit. made his 
first test by flying from Etampes to Orleans and back, keeinng his 
BUiiot monoplane at an average altitude of aboot i,coo metres. 
On Sstwdigriast he made the other two tests, fijing each time 
ItlUwairiitaheightof 1,000 metres. 

Sim Voiilns inr fhm Fscn^ Anur. 

On the 26th nit Colliex, before a Military Commission at 
Mourmelon, carried out some tests with some new Voisin military 
madbines, some fitted with Gnome engines and some with Renault 
engines. Each carried the regulation load and a passenger, and had 
no difficulty h| pMllqg tkt required altitude test of rising 450 metres 
ia less Aan til ndbotea. They also easily surpassed the 75 k.p.h. 
speed test by attaining a sp ee d of 85 lupih. 

Ftom St Cyr to Saumur. 

With the intention of paying a visit to his Inother who was 

UeS^^^^'tSt'l^'^^Sl^tetl^^^ Sanmnr, 
HI ooday morning, two hoars later landing at Pont 
LeVoy for petrol. Leaving there about three 
•qnarters of an hour later, he reached the Cavalry 
quarters at Briel Camp, near Saumur, at twenty- 
nve past ei|^ having passed over the town on the 
my. 

A.C.F. Aviation Grand Prix Postponed. 

In view of the difficulty in attracting sufficient 
entries, it has been decided to postpone the 
Automobile Club of France Grand Prix until 1913. 

The Volsln Hydro-Aeroplane. 

The new Voisin of the " Canard" tjrpe which 
has been built with a view to rising from and cominf; 
down on the water, made its appeaianci; at Issy the 
other day. Its general design is the same as that of 
the now familiar " Canard " type machine, except 
that it is equipped with four floats and a supple- 
mentary rudder under the forward end of the 
fuselage. One of the floats is placed in front, 
while the other tbfee an dhipoaed beneath the mam 
planes. 

it Catera v. Henry Txtmaa, llSc* 

A lAWSDiT was KOM^ oommenoed in the 
Courts by Banm oe Otters agahut the 
jQiaintlier de Laminne and Henry Farman for 
iifii^gement of a patent rehuing to the control of 
ri ev toiii. At the hearing on Wednesday week 
the case was d i s mis sed , and Barao de Catus 
ordered to pay the costs. 

Another R.E,P. Flyer. 

On the 25th ult., Lieut. C.railly, on his R.E.P. 
machine, had no difficulty in making his first test 
for the French superior iiiiliiary certificate, by flying 
from Buc to Coltainville and bock in an hour and 
aaaib Jjui fmiM wiiUHie wm wo menae. 



BelgUn Hciglit Rcooid BcaMn. 

At lOewit OB WaiaMsday wadk, Joles Tycfc rose to a hai^ 

of 2,600 metres, thus beating the ^l^tff'^'^fr*^ fSCOCd. 

A Long Flight la Belgium. 

Leaving Berchem at 7.30 in the evening on the 241)1 ult., 
Lanser landed half an hour later on Mont Cesar at Louvain, where 
he decided to spend the night. At .5. 30 the next morning he was 
away a^ia, and Unded at 4. m at Kiewit, where he intends to try 
aBawK nw nwiwww icooro CK UBam^pis. 

The Spanish Cross-Country Race. 

Stain's cross-country race from Valencia to Alicante and hack 
was won by Le Lasseur de Ranzay, who, it is reported, was using 
the B16riot which carried " Beaumont " to victory in the European 
Circuit. The outward journey was made on the a9th nit, when 
the 140 kiloms. which separates the two towns were covered in 
I hr. 33 mins., while at the end of the return trip on Monday last 
Le Lasseur's time for the complete course of aSo kiloms. is given afl 
3 hrs. 48 mins. 

Alter Seven Months' Wear'and-Tear. 

After it had been in use practically every day for seven 
months, Lieut. Mailfert recently sent his hiplane to have the planes 
re-covered at the Farman Works at Bouy. At a trial tr^ With the 
renovated machine on the 27th ult. it flew better than evet. 

The Spanish Military School. 

IJtiRlNr, the middle of last week Osmont returned to Frat\ce, 
having fulfilled his contract with the Spanish Government to start 
a Military School at Madrid. Five officers have been tau|^ to 
fly, and they in their turn are to teach their brother officers. 

Ao Aeroplane Weddlog. 

Bai.i.'ion weddin};s having gone out of fashion it is not to l>e 
surprised that lovers of the sensational should hanker after an 
aeroplane wedding. But from a report of such a function which 
recently took place in New York, it would appear to have lieen a 
very tame affair. The contracting parties simply sat in a borrowed 
aeroplane while the obliging clergyman stood on a pair oi steps at 
the side and tieil titas haot 

N«B. — ^Not an Aeroplane. 

It should be noted that the death of Harry Darnell, at 
Plainfield, Illinois, was in no way attributable to aviation. He was 
doing some gymnastic feats on a trapeze attadied to a gas bag, when 
he ket his bdd and M a distaooe of 700 befaig kitted mstantly. 




FLYING OVER NIAGARA FALLS. It will be remembered we 
recently recorded the fact that Lincoln Beachcy, on June 27th, flew over 
the Niagara cataract on a Curtiss biplane. Whatever view one may take 
of a feat of this character, at least the above picture records a remarkable 
achievement which will go down to history. The photograph shows 
Beachey passing under the upper steel bridge at Niagara Falls. After 
having circled over the cataract he then swooped down beneath the arches 
of the brldM and continued on down the gorge almoat to the whirlpool^ 

Bully - - - . ^ .. 
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AEROPJLANES AND GUSTS. 



In diiciusing the disturbing efTect of gusts upon aeroplanes it is 
usual to fir.si describe a particular machine. This is not quite 
Oonvincing when the object is to determine how machines in general 
may be made steady in gusts, and a method dealing with the 
aeroplane as an abstraction, possessed of the minimum essential 
properties, has certain advantages. 

F.vfry glider capable of steady flight may be assumed to possess 
a >irir-iighriMy icndciic). iir a tcadeoey to fly in * plane «Bli ««« h lly 
at right an(:;lcs lo gravity. 

Now, in its (inal analysis, the direction of i;raviiy is nothing 
more than (lie dircclioii in which the glider, regarded for ihti moment 
as a wingless riia-^s, tends to acci-ltrate relative to the air, so that 
anything which changes ihe direction of this acceleration tendency 
changes, in ellecl, tlie ilireclion of gravily regulating the iHglit path 
relative to the air, and the plane at right angles in which the glider 
lends to fly. 

In the diagram the central point, A, represents the position of a 
sclf righiuig glider suddenly attacked by an acceleration of the air 
from the left at 40 ft. per sec. per .scCfmd l/.r ., a gust of strength 40) 
represenieil by the line, DA, drawn 40 units in length to a 
convenient scale. Special attention is drawn to the fact of the 
•trengtfa of jche goat being meanmd fay the aeeel^tion at die 




moment, 10 that oonlinnation of the gust means continuation of the 
acceleration, not continaation of a mere velocity of the air. Since 
jpA represents tl^ gust •ocekxstion, AD, or the same line measured 
m the opposite direction, represents the acceleration tendency oi the 
gUder relative to the air in consequence of the gust, and AB drawn 
vertically downwards, 32 '2 units in length, represents thefitmiHar 
acceleration tendency due to common gravity. 

tiJtTHf resultant of AU and AB is AE, which, on account of its 
WpW Se niiag the whole acceleration tendency relative to the air during 
Wt gust, and therefore entirely superseding common gravity in 
dttenBinillg the subsequent flight path, is called the " resultant 
f^tive ptTity." In considering the flight path during the gust it 
is now only necessary to view the diagram along KA, so that AE 
may be thought of as gravity, and to regard FAF', at right angles to 
AE, as a virtually level plane with respect to which the glider 
rights itself in the usual manner, according to the way it is flying at 
A. Needless to say all flight paths are relative to the air, not to 
the ground, but being relative patbs tbey MEl oar oli}«ctinc(»teetIy 
representing changes in pose. 

It is essential to understand the acceleration is not itself a velocity, 
and, therefore, will not i'n nudiatcly make any change in the 
magnitude and direction of the velocity of the glider relative to the 
air. From this it follows that if the glider were proceeding along 
AC at its natural speed, it will find itself, the instant the gust 
commences, runniqg down steeply with respect to AF and AE, and 
wS^t the id w ^ pncBR tibatuamr Idnfl of oa^diitiii|g li^hifhlg pathj 



AGH, according to the strength of the righting tendency. If the 
rightinfr tendency is made less strong, and especially if the glider is 
as well damped as it should be, the more satisfactory path, AI, will 
be pursued instead of AGH. 

It is the turning up into the path, AG or AI, which constitutes 
the well known disturbance of the head gust. 

If the glider flics in the direction, AC^, at its natural speed the 
moment before the rear gust, DA, attacks, viewing the iliagram as 
before, along I". A shows the path during the gu.st to be of the form 
of -Atj'fl' or AI', according to the strength of the righting tendency 
and the damping. The running at the ground in this case is the 
well known and very objectionable disturbance of the rear gust. 

From these considerations it appears the righting tendency, or 
" natural stability," as it is more usually called, is only suitable for 
giving a stable pose in calm air, or an underlying average pose in 
gusty air, and is fundamentally incapable of aiding the momentary 
stability of pose in gusty air because of its being the very means 
whereby gusts disturb the pose. 

Taking it for granted an underlying righting tendency cannot be 
dispensed with, the diagram suggests improved stability in gusts 
may be sought in the discovery of additional dampers of the 
oscillations, and beyond that, in some means of aciuall) resisting 
the acceleration tendency, AD, which is the root of the disturbance. 
A laig( , iiL;lit, freely-revolving, constant-pitch propeller, with a 
considerable amount of fly-whee!age, gives forces of the required 
nature, and might be employed till better means are known. Such 
means cannot prevent the pose changing ultimately by the angle, 
CAF or C'AF', if the g^st continues, since such change i.s inevitable 
with the least degree of righting tendency, but they may slow down 
the turning into paths like A I and .M', and reduce the curvatures 
so much that a gust of average duration will not have time to greatly 
disturb the pose. Inspection of the diagram also suggests means 
may be discovered of causing the righting tendency itself to 
temporarily disappear, or even reverse, at the onset of a gust, so that 
for a sufficient number of seconds the glider may not deviate appre- 
ciably fkom AC or AC. If the glider at A had been flying away 
through the paper, DA would have been a side gust, 
and the lateral righting tendency would have deter- 
mined a lateral righting path resembling AG or 
AI according to the strength and damping of the 
righting tendency, but with the usual superimposed 
lS<<hand circling nmetpigtA. The .xiglU^^ 
tendency is again the »S«i^ i^turlitiiieeffl 
pose, and is accordingly only in order when just 
strong enough to determine the underlying average 
lateral pose, while keel suriiKe, in cutting down 
the acceleration tendency, AD, relative to the air, 
imwMt to be a fpdtive advantage. Thk ^eo^ 
jEMi'^ t"^«it tia (deal with rottoiiw gmM whim 
act on one wing more than the other, but only 
^« with linear gusts, and the former are probably 

« * the worst disturbers of lateral pose. The diagram 

may be drawn with equal facility for a gust in any 
^ direction and of any strength. For all gusts ot 

* strength 40, the locus of D is obviously the circle 

round A of radius 40, and the locus of £ the similar 
circle round B, shown dotted in the diagram. The 
relative gravity, AE, due to a gust, 40, may therefp(« range from 
AK, two and a quarter times as great as common {pivity, but in 
the usual direction, to AL, only one quarter of common gravity, 
but acting upside down. The former represents the condition of 
maximum stress in the glider (two and a quarter times normal), 
while the latter represents the curious " hole in the air " condition 
in which stresses are reversed, and the glider commences to turn 
upside down. The turning being somewhat slow and undecided 
the gust does not usually last long enough to make it serious, 
provided the aviator, and other movable parts, keep in place under 
the reversed gravity, in the diagram certain dotted constructions 
illustrate the modifications when the gust grows less suddenly. In 
the atmosphere a gust acceleration Ilk i- O.^ cannot be instantaneously 
eslabli.shed owing 10 the air being compressiMe, and then AV, does 
not become AE at once, but moves more or less slowly from AB 
through the positions marked i, 2, 3, 4, while the virtual level, AF, 
moves through its corresponding positions, I, 2, 3, 4, instead of 
becoming AF at once. The righting paths then necessarily become 
less abrupt in curvature, like .\1 and AT', with less tendency to be 
succeeded liy oscillation.s, since the glider has more time to adjust 
itself to the changing conditions while they are changing. In 
tracing the effects of certain severe rearward and downward gusts, 
it will be found the slow growing of the gust makes all the difi'eience 
between the glider turning over l>ackwards through aboOtl^BCBlllg^ 
angles, or dipping more slowly towards the ground. 
JoBc xadi, 1911. S. L. yUKuamx. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

(Mf mmmUf for publieation) mdst hi «K aau 
or eoniatHtHg queries. 



Correspondents conimiinicatiiig with regard to letters which 
they have read in FLIGHT, would much taciliute nwij 
_^ if fii(h« tfae • - 



Naval Officers and Aviation. 

[1282] 1 should be very grateful indeed if you could kindly inform 
nic, through the medium of your columns, uhethrr iherp i> any 
opporiuniiy for Xaval olliccrs to learn enough ul Hying to nbtam 
the certificate at a reasonably small cost. 

I am sure there are a number of officers like myself, who would 
be only too glad to have ihr opponunily of learning, hut whose 
somewhat scanty pay absolutely debars from paying the / 50 usually 
rtijuired for the course of instruction. \Vi- ge! of course no 
assistance from the Admiralty, either in time, money, or opportunity, 
but I, for one, would be hapjjy to devote ray ordint^ vsa^ to a 
course of instruction, were it within my means. 

I understand that two aeroplanes have l)een presented to the nation 
for the use of the Navy, but is it possible for officers to receive 
instruction in their use, who have not the wherewithal to pay the 
;^50 usually required by most of the flying schools ? 

Snaao. 



Biplane versus Monoplane. 
[U63] With reference to the much debated question of biplane 
or monoplane might I draw attention to a little point in wfaim the 
former may posiibly hold an advantage over the latter. 

In the case of a monoplane, in order to obtain sufficient ground 
clearance for the propeller, it i* essential to use a much higher 



n 



-4 



CG 



UANOINCv 



r 



_ dian, from theoretical considerations, is desirable. 

Owing to dw podiioo of the centre of gravity, the landing cliassis 
must be coBs&iaetied very stontfy in oider to oope witt landing 

shocks. 

A biplane, with the centre of gravity on a level with the lower 
plane, and the propeller placed half-way up the gap as in the Wright 
machint , can be fitted with .1 very light and simple landing chassis. 
A certain amount of strut work is necessary to connect the two 
planes although there is no apparent reason why this should not be 
reduced to a minimum as in the Breguet and Bristol racing biplanes, 
and it remains to be seen whether the total weight and head 
resistance of such struts and connections, together with the small 
landing chassis, can sncfiwftiHy egmbat the vmrngamat now mad 

on mono[)lanes. 

It seems that the large biplane with the propeller practically on a 
line with a lower plane and lifting tail will, within a few months, 
cease to exist as anything more thima ■chocd madiiae. 
CG=Centre of Gravity. 

Dover. Citas. Lbb. 



oHiccrs who have been pi.- ii- on such an ooeuioD, that the shell 
undergoes something whah strongly resembles Mr. T.\ " atomic 
disintegration." I must humbly apologise for my error in muddling 
up the air speed with the land-speed, but confess I cannot see the 
objection to obtaining the latter by the following somewhat obvious 
method. Let the aviator mark through his telescope some 
prominent object, such as a church spire, and " follow " 
it with his lelescoiie, his fellow passenger, if there is 
one, noticing the angle the telescope makes with the vertical 
before and aftec a time a. Then if a, a are the angles, 

r = {tim m — m s*), iai4 taai • tacomes — (tan • - tan A 
Eapodooiee alone could teQ the beit value to take for «, and wben 

that is found, the barometer could be graduted with di^^MIB* 

Mr. T. has solved for us the side-wind problem, so I tbink ibat 
provided a gust does not strike the machine as the bonb if bdbl( 
dropped, a fair degree of accuracy could be obtained. 

i- inally I may state that the apparatus was by no means meant as 
a solution to the problem, bat merely as an unprovement on the 
present crude methods <tf knoddag Qie eods out (u a faiaeait tin and 
aiming thiongb that 

O. D. ATKINSOH. 



Vortex Principle of Flight. 

[1285] Mr. Cooper's theories are old, and have failed not only to 
explam the flight of the fly but to satisfy even one of the conditions 
of the problem. I thoroughly tested them nine years ago. It is 
just those years of experience that have made me 
cautious about accepting anything without submitting it 
to every possible test, and that not once but again and 
again. If Mr. Cooper can give a fall and complete cxplana- 
tion of the flight of the fly, illutiated liy diagnun^ I ahall 
be happy to criticise it. 

T. A. D»WO. 




The Clarke Propeller. 

[1286] In answer to Mr. Wilson's letter 1265, my pro- 
peller, which gave 81 '6 per cent. ttftcAfiOBft waa an 
II ft. 6 in. diameter 4-bladed one. 

Whether or not it was tested against others of 
" precisely equal diameters, &c.," I cannot say, but there 
is no reason why it should have been, as the efficiency of 
a propeller not being a comparative result obtained by 
testing in heats one with another, the values for various 
propellers, whether of equal diameters, pitches, iVc, or 
not, can be compared from the individual results. 

I may mention that I do not have access to results of tests carried 
out by Meana. Vkkeia, Ltd., eaoept, of eonia^ to dune nude for 
me. 

KingatoB-on-ThanMa. T. W. K. CLoaoh 



[1287] 



Strapping-ln Pilots. 

With reference to Icarus' lettei in 1 i.ir.in on July 22nd, 
i cannot say thai 1 agree with his views concerning the accident to 
Lieut. Princeteau. He seems to think that it condemns the idea of 
strapping-in the pilot, but this is not necessarilir the case, for if the 
pilot had been wearing one of thepotott eafiiy-dfltadiable belta fae 

would have been able to escape. 

In my opinion a pilot is in by far the safest p<isition on a machine 
when he is sitting behind the engine with a safely elastic belt. If 
he caimot have the engfaie in front tben lie is aoMt if lie does not 
strap himself in at alL 

W. A. C M<»aAN. 



Aeroplaiies In Military Watrfsre. 

[1284! May I encroach on the hospitality of your columns by 
thanking Mr. Vessey and D. II. T. for the trouble they have taken 
in criticising my article on the aeroplane in warfare, and at the same 
time endeavour as best I can to answer them. The method that 
occurred to me of keeping the tube vertical was to mount it on a 
universal joint, and fix on it asmall gyroscope. It may interest Mr. 
T. to know that the sketch was not to scale. I presume that the 
military aviator will be armed with a map on which contours are 
shown, and would be much obliged to Mr. T. if tie would work out 
for me to three s^ificant ^;aies the difierence between ^3Poi and 
'v^30oa I have never had die misfortane of havh^ a lyddite shdl 
explode on top of me, bat I believe, on tlie andnrity of aevoal 



[1288] It will interest the vii&illi persons who have recently 



rediscovered this principle to hear diat itt 1908 Mr. Holroyd Smith, 
in opening thr li ciwsion on a paper read by Mr. HetiMnrt Cbady 
before the Society of Engineers, commented on the oaecf thetul 
for steering by crows and other birds, and made die foUowiag ttate- 
ment (I quote from the transactions) ! — " He had grran an eqieii- 
mental illustration of this in his lecture of over thir^ Jtm ago. At 
the rear of bis double plane glider he bad a litde bodaontal rodder, 
and by simply twisting it to rigbt or left, and withoat altati nf th e 
set of the planes, the glider could be made to turn ki asgr dstf rail 
direction." 

KingstocKm-Thamea. DMilCS Eaouttc. 
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MODELS. 

What are Freak Models? 

[1289I I iini iiirliged to Mr. D. C. Holmes for his reply 
(No. 12S0) lo my rei-ent letter. First of all, with regard to ihc 
statement thai tlie iiKxleis which fly longest and farthest are the 
most efficienl. .\s.suminj; thai everv model had ihc sainr weight of 
rubber and the same [inipellei diameter, this would he correct, but 
is it fair to expeel ihr average conipeliloi to compete with the 
designer who ovcr fKjwers liis marliiiic in <irdri lo j;ain a " cash 
prize"? The generally accepted idea of an < tticieni aeroplane is 
one that flies with a minimum of power, such as the standard koes 
and Nieuports, but Mr. Ilolnio appears to be under the impression 
that cfticiency is merely f>elrol-carryinj capacity. A pilot who 
discarded his passenger-seal and substituted an extra petrol tank 
would, according to Mr. Holmes, materially add to the ethciency of 
hiM tnaciline. On the .<;ame principle ii nii;;h( he contended tfast 
efficiency in a gas-bag ought to he measured in gas capacity I 

In leferaDce to the l6-in. model with two 12 m. screws that Mr. 
Holme* states he has not seen, it certainly was, as he suggests, a 
last machin e. Mr. Holmes is still under the erroneous impression 
that the great aim of model makers is to win contests, and that this 
end is their sole and only raisoa iHre. The model exists chiefly in 
order to {mpore the foil-sized machine. If contests can be won as 
well, so well and good ; bat if eveiTthing is sacrificed to the purely 
^«ordid end, the model oeises to be of practical use, and is merely a 
flyhig-stiek, a " freak," or a toy. 

In referenee to another matter, I would describe as ogUial % 
ttgbt that «PM timed with a good stop- watch— or mcMBsad) u the 
eue ad^ be— by some properly qualified obserrer. 

I am pleased to hm. vmk. Mr. Holmes' machine has flown 
3,000 ft., and if \es eilt rapett dUs I «m prepared to double my 
ncent offer of sx. Robkkt F. GitiMiaK. 



Model Construction. 

[1390] Replying to F. G. Newman (1098), a good way to fix a 
propeller on to a bignple spoke is to cut a thread on the spoke itself, 
screw the propeller boas on to the thread, aad fasten with the nipple 
of the spoke. . ■ 
Eastbourne. F. A. Caffvn. 

{1291] Replying to letter 10(»8, the following answers maybe 
helpful, (i) g in. propeller, (2) about 7 yards strip clastic, (^) I do 
not advise hxing a propeller to a bicycle spoke, as a proper shaft 
can be bought from any model makers for yi. or i^. Strip elastic 
gim much better riwili than sqiisra sectiwu- 
'MsDBclMBter. W. Saundkrs. 



Repiyi^; to 



-A 



4 



F. (i. Newman, iu letter 109S, I enclose 
sketch of a method of using a c)cle-.spoke 
and nipple. Cui off the head of the 
nipple, and fix the part, A, to the spoke, 
as shown at C. Drive the other part, B, 
into the boss of the propeller, which can 
then be screwed bodily on to the spoke 
up against the part, C, which thus acts 
as a Mllar. 

F. UOKSEY. 



We herewith enclose photo of a i in. scale iBOdel Farman 
iiUdic we lam made fi»m a parcel of imperials and scale 




drawings supplied Mr. K. W. Twining (costing 41., post reel. It 
■took us about a fortnight to build in our spare time. 

\N'e have made about 50 models during the last three years, and 
«ome of our later ones have flown from 1 50 to 200 yards. 

For any of your readers who wish to purchase a really good 
flyer we recommend them to one of Mr. Clarke's ( Kingston) U flyers, 
piice 3i., which are specified to fly 600 fu, but with a little practice 
tieflf asoyudfc 



We should like to sec more model makers in Croydon, U there 
are several good flying grounds in the neighboiuhood. 

Croydon. ' g. MmiL &trCTEIt 

[1294] I know from experience the difficulty in making model 
Bleriot and other types of monoplanes (to scale) to fly any distance, 
but I am surprised that some enterprising model-maker has not put 
on the market a small flying model which, although not exactly to 
scale, has some resemblance to a standard tj^ie. 

There are a number of models which are madcto seale and whidl 
fly I03 feet or more but they are generally expetfslve. The type of 




model to which I refer is neither expensive or complicated, 
The fuselage is a single stick with simple planes, the main plane is 
set bock a little, and a light chassis a la Bleriot. I have heard 
several people express the same desire for a model which fulfils these 
conditions. Those who merely want long distance flyers can easily 
get them and cheaply, bptt there are jfio many people who are 
prepared to sacriBce feagflt fer ap pe a w m eei 
Stonehouse, Gba. H. B. PitAii-. 
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FLIGHT. 

44, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, LONDON, W.C. 
Telegiaptaic address : Traditn^, Loodoa. Ti^ephtme : iSaS G«mud. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
Flight wM be /ormarded, tost free, to atgr fartt^ tkt world td (At 
fitlSmiHg raUs : — 

Umitbd Kntamm. Abwokd. 
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Cheques and Post Office Orders should be made payable to the 
Proprietors of FUOHT, 44, St. Martin's Lane, W.C, and crossed 
Lettdon and County Baitk, otherwise ito responsibility will be accepted. 

Should any difficulty be experienced in procuring Flight from 
local newsvemdors, iutemHttg readers can obtain each issue direct 
firm tktJWitJ^ Offia, fyftmmK)^rmitUtiM» at aim. 



